
How a central banker's low-rate shift showed the way for Fed 

By CHRISTOPHER RUGABER 
AP Economics Writer 
RICHMOND, Virginia (AP) 

— In mid-2016, even with 
unemployment falling and 
the economy growing 
modestly, James Bullard, 
head of the St. Louis Feder¬ 
al Reserve Bank, was con¬ 
cerned. 

Months earlier, with Bull¬ 
ard's support, the Fed had 
raised rates for the first 
time in seven years. Pan¬ 
icky financial markets re¬ 
sponded by sending stocks 
tumbling. The Fed delayed 
plans for further rate hikes. 

Through it all, there was 
still no sign of higher infla¬ 
tion — the supposed bo¬ 
geyman that had led the 
Fed to raise rates in the first 
place. 

"We were expecting infla¬ 
tion to pick up," Bullard 
acknowledged in an inter¬ 
view this month. "We had 
the idea that we should be 
pre-emptive and prevent 
that from happening. 

Continued on Next Page 



In this Nov. 19,2019, photo James Bullard, president of the St. Louis Federal Reserve Bank, gestures during an interview in Richmond, 
Va. 
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But a lot of those predic¬ 
tions didn't come true. So 
that made me think that 
we didn't have the right 
framework." 

Bullard decided to develop 
a new framework, which he 
announced in June 2016. It 
was based on a notion that 
Bullard was among the first 
Fed officials to fully recog¬ 
nize: That the U.S. economy 
was stuck in a rut, with low 
growth and low worker pro¬ 
ductivity, and wouldn’t like¬ 
ly spark high inflation even 
if unemployment kept fall¬ 
ing. 

It's a notion that mem¬ 
bers of the Fed's rate set¬ 
ting committee, including 
Chairman Jerome Powell, 
have come to collectively 
embrace. It helps explain 
why Powell has made 
clear, as recently as this 
week, that he sees no need 
to raise rates anytime soon 
despite an unemployment 
rate near a 50-year low. 
Bullard's framework flew in 
the face of a long-standing 
belief among economists 
that as unemployment 
falls steadily, employers will 
keep raising wages and 
high inflation will follow. 
Casting aside such tradi¬ 
tional economic models, 
Bullard felt that the econ¬ 
omy could keep growing 
and employers could keep 
hiring without igniting infla¬ 
tion. He argued that the 
Fed would probably need 
to raise rates only once 
more, to a range of just 
0.5% to 0.75%. 

That view, highly unusual 
three years ago, trans¬ 
formed Bullard from a cen¬ 
trist member of the Fed's 
policymaking committee 
to one of the more dovish. 
("Doves" typically worry less 


about inflation and more 
about sustaining growth 
and employment: "hawks" 
generally favor higher rates 
to control inflation.) 

Most Fed policymakers at 
that time worried that the 
unemployment rate — 5% 
in December 2015 — was 
low enough that it would 
likely accelerate wages 
and inflation. They wanted 
to lift the Fed's benchmark 
short-term rate closer to its 
historical norms after seven 
years of holding it at zero. 
The consensus then was 
that a rate as high as 3.5% 
would still be "neutral": That 
is, it would neither support 
nor restrain growth. 

And yet since late last year, 
the Fed has shifted much 
closer to Bullard's position. 
Powell has engineered 
three rate cuts since July, 
to a range of just 1.5% to 
1.75%. These cuts followed 
four rate hikes last year. 

To a large extent, the U-turn 
reflected worries among 
Fed policymakers that 
President Donald Trump's 
trade war with China was 
weakening the economy 
and that this threat would 
worsen over time. The rate 
cuts were intended to off¬ 
set that drag. 

But Powell has also indicat¬ 
ed that the policy switch 
occurred, in part, because 
the Fed has abandoned 
or revamped models that 
correlated low unemploy¬ 
ment with high inflation. 
Most economists agree 
that this correlation has 
largely disappeared, at 
least for now. Online retail 
and price-conscious con¬ 
sumers have made it hard¬ 
er for many companies to 
charge more. And with 
labor unions a diminished 
force, workers can't push 


for higher pay so easily. 
"There was a tight connec¬ 
tion between unemploy¬ 
ment and inflation," Powell 
told Congress this month. 
"That is no longer the case 
and really hasn't been the 
case for some time." 

Key Fed officials have also 
suggested that the neutral 
rate, which the Fed thought 
was as high as 3% late last 
year, could be as low as 
1%. "That's what Bullard was 
saying way before," said 
Kathy Bostjancic, an econ¬ 
omist at Oxford Economics. 
"He was kind of a thought 
leader on the Fed." 

Many economists foresee 
another rate cut in 2020. If 
so, that would mean bor¬ 
rowing costs, like mortgage 
rates, would likely stay low 
for months or even years. 
This would help support 
consumer and business 
spending as well as the 
economy. It would also 
mean, though, that savers 
would earn little return on 
their bank accounts and 
other fixed-income invest¬ 
ments. "We just don't live in 
an inflationary world any¬ 
more," said J.W. Mason, an 
economist and fellow at 
the Roosevelt Institute. 
Rather, the economy is 
more likely to face "chron¬ 
ic, ongoing weak demand" 
from consumers, Mason 
said. That's why the last 
three recessions have bred 
sluggish recoveries. 

Bullard's new framework 
has led him to a more con¬ 
sistent approach to mone¬ 
tary policy, economists say. 
Before 2016, he had gained 
a reputation as indecisive, 
alternating between hawk¬ 
ish and dovish positions, 
said Tim Duy, an economist 
at the University of Oregon 
and longtime Fed watcher. 
























■TfeDAy 


Belated bill to help solve 


By DAVE KOLPACK 
Associated Press 
FARGO, N.D. (AP) — A bill 
originally meant to help 
law enforcement investi¬ 
gate cold cases of mur¬ 
dered and missing indige¬ 
nous women that has floun¬ 
dered in Congress for two 
years may have the missing 
ingredients to become law 
— money and muscle. 

The money comes from an 
appropriations subcom¬ 
mittee chaired by Alas¬ 
ka Republican Sen. Lisa 
Murkowski, who told The 
Associated Press that for 
the first time funding is be¬ 
ing directed specifically to 
murdered and missing in¬ 
digenous people. The mus¬ 
cle comes from the White 
House and specifically the 
Department of Justice, 
which last week unveiled a 
plan that would investigate 
issues raised in the bill like 
data collection practices 
and federal databases. 

It adds up to a strong out¬ 
look for Savanna's Act, 
which was originally intro¬ 
duced in 2017 by Murkows¬ 
ki, Democratic Nevada 
Sen. Catherine Cortez Mas- 
tro and former North Da¬ 
kota Democratic Sen. Heidi 
Heitkamp. 

Murkowski and Heitkamp, 
longtime allies on issues af¬ 
fecting indigenous people, 
also created the Commis¬ 
sion on Native Children, 
which recently held its first 
meeting. 


"The great thing about Li¬ 
sa's work has been her will¬ 
ingness to not just pass this 
law but make sure there's 
an appropriation for it," 
Heitkamp said Friday. 

The bill is named for Sa¬ 
vanna Greywind, a Native 
American North Dakota 
woman who was killed in 
2017 when her baby was 
cut from her womb. The 
Senate Committee on Indi¬ 
an Affairs, chaired by North 
Dakota Republican John 
Hoeven, earlier this month 
advanced another version 
of bill to the full Senate for 
consideration. 

Gloria Allred, an attorney 
for Greywind's family, said 
they are "encouraged by 
what appears to be the 
strong efforts of U.S. Sen. 
Lisa Murkowski's commit¬ 
ment to gather support for 
this bill in order for it to be 
signed into law one day." 
Savanna's Act passed the 
Senate in 2018 but was 
blocked in the House by 
former Virginia Rep. Bob 
Goodlatte because he 
said it would hurt some 
agencies that have no link 
to tribal communities. Heit¬ 
kamp said a new compan¬ 
ion piece to the bill, the Not 
Invisible Act, has helped 
broaden the scope of the 
initiative and address con¬ 
cerns raised by Goodlatte. 
"We are making some 
headway," Murkowski said. 
"Not fast enough, but I think 
we're making the efforts 


Witness to Laquan 
McDonald's fatal 
shooting settles lawsuit 


CHICAGO (AP) — A wom¬ 
an who witnessed the fatal 
2014 shooting of Laquan 
McDonald by a Chicago 
police officer has settled 
her lawsuit against the city. 
Alma Benitez alleges in the 
federal lawsuit filed in 2016 
that investigators tried to 
pressure her into changing 
her account of the shoot¬ 
ing. Benitez was in a fast- 
food drive thru when she 
claims she saw police sur¬ 
round an African-American 
man on foot. She claimed 
the man, later identified 


as McDonald, was shot a 
short time later. 

Attorney Amanda Yarusso 
on Friday said Benitez was 
happy to "have this chap¬ 
ter reach a resolution." 
Yarusso refused to give 
details of the settlement 
and officials in Chicago's 
laws department refused 
to comment. A jury found 
former officer Jason Van 
Dyke guilty in October 2018 
of second-degree murder 
and aggravated battery. 
He was sentenced to six 
years in prison.Q 
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indigenous cold cases gains steam 



This combination of file photos provided by the Cass County Sheriffs Office in Fargo, N.D., shows 
William Hoehn, and his girlfriend Brooke Crews, the two people charged in connection with the 
murder of Savanna Greywind in North Dakota in August 2017. 

Associated Press 
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Trump impeachment drive has similarities to Wisconsin recall 



In this Dec. 14, 2018, file photo, Wisconsin Gov. Scott Walker speaks during a news conference in 
Green Bay, Wis. 

Associated Press 


MADISON, Wis. (AP) — A di¬ 
visive leader drove the op¬ 
position to extreme mea¬ 
sures. The political climate 
was toxic — with little civil 
debate or middle ground. 
The clash ended in a high- 
risk political showdown that 
captured the nation's at¬ 
tention and shaped the 
next election. 

This was the 2012 battle 
to recall Republican Gov. 
Scott Walker, not the 2019 
fight to impeach Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump. But for 
some who lived through 
the former, the episodes 
have clear similarities and 
a warning for Democrats 
about overreach and dis¬ 
traction. 

"In both cases, they 
thought just as they were 
upset about something, ev¬ 
eryone was," Walker said, 
describing one of his take¬ 
aways from the campaign 
that failed to remove him 
from office. "Just because 
your base feels strongly 
about something doesn't 
mean that the majority of 
other voters do." 

Although moderates de¬ 
clined to join liberals back 
then in voting to eject Walk¬ 
er, Democrats warn against 
presuming they'll break the 
same way for Trump next 
year in Wisconsin, a state 
seen as pivotal in 2020. Vot¬ 
ers who were likely wary 
of undoing Walker's elec¬ 
tion via a rare recall face a 
simpler choice in whether 
to hand Trump a second 
term, they say. 

"People may not like im¬ 
peachment, simply be¬ 
cause it adds to the drama 
of his presidency, but that 
doesn't mean they are on 
the fence or sympathetic 


to Trump," said Jon Erpen- 
bach, a Democratic Wis¬ 
consin state senator. 

The Walker recall sprang 
from a law he signed just 
months into his first term 
that effectively ended col¬ 
lective bargaining for most 
public employees. Walker 
didn't reveal his plan un¬ 
til after he was elected 
in 2010, and the move 
sparked massive protests 
that made Wisconsin the 
center of a growing nation¬ 
al fight over union rights. 
Angry activists gathered 
nearly a million signatures 
to force the recall. Al¬ 
though Democrats had 
fought hard against the bill, 
with some state senators 
even fleeing the state at 
one point to avoid a vote, 
they were initially reluc¬ 
tant to embrace the recall 
for fear it would hurt then- 


President Barack Obama's 
reelection hopes in 2012. 
The recall became a proxy 
battle ahead of the presi¬ 
dential election, with Dem¬ 
ocrats arguing that Walker 
unfairly targeted teach¬ 
ers, nurses and other pub¬ 
lic employees to weaken 
the unions that tradition¬ 
ally supported Democratic 
candidates. Walker argued 
that his proposal shouldn't 
have been a surprise since 
he campaigned on forc¬ 
ing public employees to 
pay more for their benefits 
while capping how much 
they could bargain for in 
raises. He also argued that 
it wasn't proper to use the 
extraordinary option of re¬ 
call over a policy dispute. 
Walker ultimately won 
the recall election in June 
2012, becoming a conser¬ 
vative hero on his way to a 


short-lived run for president 
in 2015. In a testament to 
Wisconsin's political divi¬ 
sion, just five months after 
Walker won the recall vote, 
Obama cruised to victory 
in Wisconsin on his way to 
reelection. 

Trump is accused of im¬ 
properly withholding U.S. 
military aid that Ukraine 
needed to resist Russian 
aggression in exchange for 
Ukraine's new president in¬ 
vestigating Trump political 
rival Joe Biden and his son. 
Trump has argued that he 
was within his rights to ask 
Ukraine to look into cor¬ 
ruption and that impeach¬ 
ment is just an attempt by 
Democrats to remove him 
from office. 

Both impeachment and 
attempting to recall gov¬ 
ernors from office are ex¬ 
ceedingly rare. Impeach¬ 


ment has only been leveled 
by the House against two 
presidents, Andrew John¬ 
son in 1868 and Bill Clinton 
130 years later. Richard 
Nixon was on the brink of it 
in 1974 before he resigned. 
Walker was only the third 
governor in U.S. history to 
face a recall election and 
the first to survive it. 

The rarity of the remedy 
may help explain why vot¬ 
ers are reluctant to do 
either one, said Charles 
Franklin, who has regularly 
surveyed voter attitudes 
in Wisconsin for Marquette 
University. 

A Marquette University Law 
School poll conducted just 
as public impeachment 
hearings were beginning 
earlier this month showed 
53% of voters in Wiscon¬ 
sin were against removing 
Trump for office, with just 
40% in support. National 
polls have shown a more 
even divide. 

Even more troubling for 
Wisconsin Democrats was 
that while 78% of Demo¬ 
crats supported removing 
Trump through impeach¬ 
ment, 93% of Republicans 
were against it. That stron¬ 
ger rallying behind the in¬ 
cumbent, with the other 
side not as unified, parallels 
what was seen during the 
Walker recall, Franklin said. 
Walker saw his support 
among independent vot¬ 
ers go from about even 
six months before the re¬ 
call election to positive 16 
points just before the elec¬ 
tion. The latest Marquette 
poll also shows indepen¬ 
dents currently breaking 
against impeachment, 
with 47% against and 36% 
in favor. □ 
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River watchers already wary 
about 2020 spring flooding 


By JIM SALTER 

KANSAS CITY, Mo. (AP) — 

After a year that has seen 
some of the worst flooding 
ever in parts of the Mid¬ 
west, concern is already ris¬ 
ing that the spring of 2020 
may bring more high water 
to places that still haven't 
fully recovered. 

Flooding ravaged much 
of the Missouri and Missis¬ 
sippi River basins and their 
tributaries earlier this year, 
reaching record levels and 
overwhelming levees in 
many places. Eight months 
later, parts of the Missouri 
River are slightly above 
flood stage at a time of the 
year when river levels tradi¬ 
tionally run low. 

Conditions are only slightly 
better on the Mississippi Riv¬ 
er, which is just a couple of 
feet below flood stage at 
several towns from Burling¬ 
ton, Iowa, south to near St. 
Louis. 

High river levels aren't 
the only worry. National 
Weather Service hydrolo¬ 
gist Mark Fuchs cited two 
other factors that have him 
concerned: Soil is extremely 
saturated in northern states 
like Wisconsin, Minnesota 
and the Dakotas, and the 
long-range forecast offers 
a strong possibility of a wet- 
ter-than-normal winter. 
"We're worried about riv¬ 
ers in general, primarily the 
Missouri and Mississippi for 


the spring," Fuchs, of the 
weather service's suburban 
St. Louis office, said. "We'll 
see how the winter plays 
out." 

Areas along the Missouri 
River in parts of Nebraska, 
Kansas, Iowa and Missouri 
were particularly ravaged 
in the early spring, damag¬ 
ing hundreds of homes and 
businesses. 

In Buchanan County, Mis¬ 
souri, some county roads 
were damaged on three 
separate occasions as 
floodwaters would rise, fall, 
and rise again. Emergency 
Management Director Bill 
Brinton said those roads 
have been fixed to the 
point of being passable but 
with the strong prospect 
of more potentially severe 
flooding next spring, full re¬ 
pairs will have to wait. 
Levees that were over¬ 
topped and breached in 
spring and summer flood¬ 
ing also remain unrepaired, 
meaning that the next big 
flood could get back into 
the same homes damaged 
months ago. 

"It's kind of scary for the 
spring," Brinton, whose 
county had about 150 
homes damaged, said. 
"These people have had 
their lives impacted three 
separate times this year." 
The Mississippi River 
reached near-record levels 
at several points, including 


In this June 5, 2019 file photo. Main Street in downtown Grafton, 
III., is swamped with Mississippi River flood water during historic 
flooding in Grafton. 

Associated Press 


the second-highest ever at 
St. Louis. Both the Mississippi 
and Missouri rivers dipped 
below flood stage by ear¬ 
ly fall, "then they turned 
around and went right 
back up in October with 
more rain in both basins," 
Fuchs said. "For both rivers, 
there really hasn't been 
much chance to recover." 
Fuchs said soil moisture lev¬ 
els in many places to the 
north are at the 99th per¬ 
centile for late fall. 

"If you have rain, it's sup¬ 
posed to go into the 
ground," Fuchs said. "Well, 
there's just not room in the 
soil to accept rainfall or 
snowmelt." 

Adding to the worry is the 
weather service's Decem- 
ber-February forecast 
which shows a significant 
chance of above-normal 
precipitation in the up¬ 
per Midwestern states that 
feed water into the Missouri 
and Mississippi rivers. 

For now, all river communi¬ 
ties can do is wait. Brinton 
said the holes in Buchanan 
County's levees are too big 


and plentiful to sandbag. 

"I just don't see how it's not 


going to be a problem in 
the spring," Brinton saidO 
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Alaska governor marks 1 st year in office amid turmoil 



In this May 29, 2019 file photo, Alaska Gov. Mike Dunleavy speaks to reporters in his office at the 
state Capitol in Juneau, Alaska. 

Associated Press 


By BECKY BOHRER 
JUNEAU, Alaska (AP) — Last 
December, poor weather 
scrambled Alaska Gov. 
Mike Dunleavy's inaugural 
plans, a bumpy start to a 
turbulent year marked by 
budget disputes and a re¬ 
call threat. 

Dunleavy told The Asso¬ 
ciated Press recently he 
hopes to move past the 
rancor. Whether he can 
repair strained relationships 
with legislators and calm 
the public anger over cuts 
that fueled the recall push 
will be telling. Courts will 
decide whether the recall 
effort advances. 

The Republican, who marks 
a year in office Tuesday, 
defended the cuts as a 
tough decision in the face 
of budget deficits. Alaska, 
long reliant on oil, has been 
using savings and earnings 
from its oil-wealth fund, the 
Alaska Permanent Fund, 
to help fill the gap. New 
taxes weren't debated dur¬ 
ing legislative sessions that 
lingered into summer, and 
Dunleavy said new taxes 
"are not going to solve" 
the deficit. The state tends 
to spend money when it 
comes into money, he said. 
He said the question is what 
Alaskans are willing to ac¬ 
cept to resolve the issue, 
such as further cuts, chang¬ 
es to the annual check 
they get from Permanent 
Fund earnings or other rev¬ 
enue measures. He said he 
plans town halls with Alas¬ 
kans and regular meetings 
with lawmakers, some of 
whom had complained of 
poor communication by 
the administration and a 
singling out of members for 
positions at odds with Dun¬ 
leavy's. 

"I think there's some ten¬ 
sion only because there's 
different priorities. But the 
tension gets worse when 
there's no understanding 
on where someone's com¬ 
ing from," said Republican 
Rep. Tammie Wilson, who 
said getting information 
on administration positions 
had at times been difficult. 
Dunleavy said he plans to 
renew his push for constitu¬ 
tional measures related to 
a spending cap and giving 
Alaskans a say on taxes ap¬ 
proved by lawmakers and 


lawmakers a say on taxes 
approved by citizen initia¬ 
tives. He did not provide 
specifics on his new bud¬ 
get proposal, due by mid- 
December. 

"We're going to continue to 
do the right thing for Alaska 
even though it may not be 
in some circles politically 
palatable," he said. 

Some speculated former 
chief of staff Tuckerman 
Babcock and Donna Ar- 
duin, a former budget of¬ 
fice director with a national 
reputation for slashing bud¬ 
gets, held considerable 
sway with Dunleavy. "This 
is my administration, and 
I take responsibility for the 
actions," Dunleavy said. 
Dunleavy said having the 
right people to implement 
an agenda is important. He 
said Babcock and Arduin 
were the right people at 
the time. 

There have been other 
changes among his staff. 
Dunleavy's press secretary. 


Matt Shuckerow, left in Oc¬ 
tober. Communications di¬ 
rector Mary Ann Pruitt left 
what was cast as a tem¬ 
porary role Oct. 31, but 
her PR firm has a contract 
for communications work 
through January, she said. 
Outgoing Revenue Com¬ 
missioner Bruce Tange- 
man said the person in his 
role should be fully aligned 
with Dunleavy. Tangeman 
said with changing politi¬ 
cal sands, he isn't sure he 
would be. 

There was public outcry 
over deep cuts Dunleavy 
proposed. Amid questions 
about revenue, there's a 
citizen effort underway to 
put before voters an initia¬ 
tive that would raise taxes 
on Alaska's legacy oil fields. 
Many lawmakers are inter¬ 
ested in somehow chang¬ 
ing the formula for calcu¬ 
lating Permanent Fund divi¬ 
dends. 

Dunleavy argued for fol¬ 
lowing a decades-old for¬ 


mula many lawmakers say 
is at odds with a 2018 law 
seeking to limit withdrawals 
from fund earnings. 
Republican Senate Presi¬ 
dent Cathy Giessel said 
she's had productive con¬ 
versations with Dunleavy's 
new chief of staff, Ben Ste¬ 
vens, a former lawmaker. 
House Speaker Bryce Edg- 
mon, an independent, said 
he saw as a good start a re¬ 
cent legislative leadership 
meeting with Dunleavy. 
Edgmon and Giessel stood 
against the administration 
on what they saw as sep¬ 
aration of powers issues, 
including disputes over 
school funding and a spe¬ 
cial session location. 

State GOP chair Glenn 
Clary said the party, which 
plans a "unity gala" Dec. 
6, wants to repair relation¬ 
ships between Republican 
lawmakers and Dunleavy's 
office. 

He said there are "major 
personalities" at play. "Peo¬ 


ple just need to understand 
that you can agree to dis¬ 
agree, but you don't have 
to be disagreeable," Clary 
said. 

Dunleavy expressed frustra¬ 
tion that positive economic 
signs after three years of 
recession aren't getting 
enough attention. Figures 
appear to show budget 
cuts didn't "destroy the 
economy," as he said some 
feared. 

Dunleavy moderated or 
relented on some vetoes, 
including the level of cut to 
the University of Alaska. 
Mouhcine Guettabi, an as¬ 
sociate professor of eco¬ 
nomics at the Institute of 
Social and Economic Re¬ 
search at the University of 
Alaska Anchorage, said 
the economy is out of re¬ 
cession but the recovery 
has been uneven. Federal 
figures indicate the 6.2% 
preliminary unemployment 
rate is the lowest it's been 
for Alaska over a span dat¬ 
ing to 1976. 

Guettabi said the unem¬ 
ployment figure is driven in 
part by jobs gains but also 
by people leaving the la¬ 
bor force. The national un¬ 
employment rate for Octo¬ 
ber was 3.6%. 

He said he doesn't think the 
economy growing means 
that cuts have no conse¬ 
quences but it's unclear 
what impact they may 
have on economic gains. 
Ongoing debate over fis¬ 
cal issues, including what to 
do with the dividend, is ex¬ 
pected to resume in Janu¬ 
ary, during an election year 
for most legislators. If the 
recall advances, it would 
go to a second signature¬ 
gathering phase. 

Claire Pywell, manager of 
the recall campaign, said 
supporters want an oppor¬ 
tunity to vote on whether to 
fire or retain the governor. 
Dunleavy said he wants 
people to understand the 
state's fiscal situation. He 
said he has faith in the peo¬ 
ple of Alaska and the court 
system. 

"So, like I said. I've got to 
put my faith in the people 
of Alaska and the court sys¬ 
tem to do the right thing. 
I'm going to do the right 
thing, and we'll see where 
it ends up," he saidO 
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Worker who survived New 
Orleans hotel collapse deported 



An aerial photo shows the barn that caught fire at African Safari 
Wildlife Park in Port Clinton, Friday, November 29, 2019. 

Associated Press 

10 animals killed 
in barn fire at 
Ohio wildlife park 



A 


In a Saturday, Oct. 19, 2019 file photo, workers are raised in a 
crane bucket to prepare two unstable cranes for implosion at 
the collapse site of the Hard Rock Hotel, which underwent a par¬ 
tial, major collapse while under construction last Sat., Oct., 12, 
in New Orleans. 

Associated Press 


PORT CLINTON, Ohio (AP) 

— At least 10 animals have 
died in a barn fire that 
erupted at an Ohio wildlife 
park, officials said. 

The blaze began Thursday 
evening at the African Sa¬ 
fari Wildlife Park in Port Clin¬ 
ton. Three bongos, three gi¬ 
raffes, three red river hogs 
and a springbok housed in 
the barn were thought to 
be dead, fire officials said. 
Springboks and bongos are 
types of antelope. 

Officials captured a loose 
zebra and a giraffe that 
escaped. The Toledo Blade 
reported. 

The cause of the fire is un¬ 
der investigation. No hu¬ 
mans were injured. 

The only person on the 
property at the time of the 
fire was a person who lived 


on the grounds, serving as 
a manager and game- 
keeper, Danbury Township 
police officer Carolyn De- 
more said. Park co-owner 
Holly Hunt told news out¬ 
lets that the manager no¬ 
ticed his power flickering 
and saw the fire when he 
walked outside. 

African Safari Wildlife Park 
officials posted on Face- 
book that they were "dev¬ 
astated by the loss of ani¬ 
mals." "We are grateful that 
our staff is safe and no one 
was injured, but the loss of 
the wildlife that we care for 
every day is tragic for our 
team members who love 
these animals," the post 
read. "We are still assessing 
the loss of wildlife that was 
housed in the barn for over¬ 
night care and security 


NEW ORLEANS (AP) — A 

construction worker hurt in 
last month's collapse of the 
Hard Rock Hotel construc¬ 
tion site in New Orleans has 
been deported to his na¬ 
tive Honduras on Friday. 
The U.S. Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement 
spokesman Bryan Cox said 
Delmer Joel Ramirez Pal¬ 
ma, 38, was flown to Hon¬ 
duras from Alexandria In¬ 
ternational Airport, which is 
near several ICE detention 
facilities in central Louisi¬ 
ana. 

Border Patrol officers ar¬ 
rested Ramirez Palma two 
days after he fell several 
stories as the upper floors 
of the hotel project caved 
in on Oct. 12. Workplace 
safety advocates had 
hoped he could remain in 
the United States to facili¬ 
tate the federal investiga¬ 
tion of the collapse, which 
killed three workers and left 
dozens more injured. 

"We're deeply concerned 
about the gaping hole this 
leaves in the investigation 
into the Hard Rock Hotel 
collapse," said Mary Yanik 
of the New Orleans Work¬ 
ers' Center for Racial Jus¬ 
tice. She said she believes 
his arrest was in retaliation 
for reporting to a super¬ 
visor about construction 
shortcuts before the col¬ 
lapse, and for comments 
he made to reporters after¬ 
ward. 

Cox countered that any 


such claims "are patently 
false and irresponsible." 
Ramirez Palma had been 
fighting a deportation or¬ 
der since 2016, and had 
lost an appeal. "Mr. Ramirez 
Palma's latest application 
for a stay of removal had 
already been denied by 
ICE on Oct. 3, more than a 
week prior to the incident 
cited by his supporters," 
Cox said. Ramirez Palma's 
job was putting in window 
framing at the hotel site. He 
had told a supervisor more 
than five times before the 
collapse that his laser level¬ 
ing tool showed the build¬ 
ing was tilting 2 to 3 inches 
(5 to 7.5 centimeters), Ya¬ 
nik said. The veteran con¬ 
struction worker's wife, 
Tania Bueso, has said he 
complained that the con¬ 


crete floors were sagging, 
forcing him to double and 
triple-check measurements 
in the imbalanced building. 
Yanik said his deporta¬ 
tion would complicate the 
federal investigation by 
keeping him out of further 
proceedings and silencing 
other workers and witness¬ 
es who are in the country 
without legal permission. 

A lawsuit filed after the 
collapse by Ramirez Pal¬ 
ma and four other injured 
workers says the project's 
developers and construc¬ 
tion firms used inadequate 
materials and supports. 

His attorneys did not imme¬ 
diately respond to an email 
seeking comment on his 
deportation, but Yanik said 
advocates had spoken 
with his wife. □ 
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Black Friday frenzy goes global - and not everyone's happy 



A demonstrator "plays dead" during climate change protest outside the Johannesburg Stock Ex¬ 
change in Johannesburg Friday, Nov. 29, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By ANGELA CHARLTON and 
SYLVIE CORBET 
Associated Press 
PARIS (AP) — People don't 
celebrate Thanksgiving in 
France, or Russia, or South 
Africa - but they do shop 
on Black Friday. 

The U.S. sales phenome¬ 
non has spread to retailers 
across the world in recent 
years with such force that 
it's prompting a backlash 
from some activists, politi¬ 
cians and even consumers. 
Near Paris, climate demon¬ 
strators blocked a shopping 
mall and gathered in from 
of Amazon's headquarters 
to protest over-production 
they say is killing the plan¬ 
et. Workers at Amazon in 
Germany went on strike for 
better pay. Some French 
lawmakers want to ban 
Black Friday altogether. 
Consumer rights groups 
in Britain and some other 
countries say retailers use 
Black Friday as a slogan to 
lure in shoppers, but it's not 
always clear how real or 
big the discounts are. Oth¬ 
er critics say it hurts small 
businesses. 

"The planet burns, oceans 
die, and we still want to 
consume, consume, and 
therefore produce, pro¬ 
duce - until we eradicate 
all living things? ... We will 
not betray our children for 
a 30% discount!" reads a 
manifesto by groups hold¬ 
ing "Block Friday" protests 
around Paris. 

Globalized commerce 
has brought U.S. consumer 
tastes to shoppers around 


the world, from Halloween 
candy to breakfast cereal 
and peanut butter, some¬ 
times even supplanting lo¬ 
cal traditions. 

To many activists. Black Fri¬ 
day is the epitome of this 
shift, a purely commercial 
event designed to boost 
U.S. retailers ahead of the 
Christmas holidays, the 
symbol of capitalism run 
amok. 

In Britain, where the big 
winter sales have tradition¬ 
ally been held on the day 
after Christmas, companies 
have adopted Black Fri¬ 
day marketing campaigns 
since about 2010. After a 
rise in business on the day 
in the first years, the volume 
of shopping has leveled off. 


with most of it happening 
online over multiple days. 
Research by a U.K. con¬ 
sumer association found 
that 61% of goods adver¬ 
tised in Black Friday deals 
last year were cheaper or 
about the same price both 
before and after the event. 
That echoes similar warn¬ 
ings in other countries. 
Russia’s consumer watch¬ 
dog published detailed 
tips on how to avoid get¬ 
ting fooled, like checking 
whether prices were raised 
before Friday to make 
deals look good or whether 
delivery costs are inflated. 
The Black Friday advertising 
push has extended beyond 
the one day to Cyber Mon¬ 
day, with retailers in several 


countries spreading them 
across what's often called 
"Black Week." 

In the Czech Republic, one 
electronics chain encour¬ 
ages shoppers - in English, 
of course - to "Make Black 
Friday Great Again," in an 
ad featuring a suited man 
wearing the distinctive red 
cap used by U.S. President 
Donald Trump's election 
campaign. 

Broadcasters in South Afri¬ 
ca showed people waiting 
in line to shop in one of the 
world's most socially and 
economically unequal na¬ 
tions. The respected weekly 
Mail & Guardian newspa¬ 
per decried in a scathing 
editorial how Black Friday is 
used to enrich big retailers. 


"Like no other day, this Fri¬ 
day shows how broken the 
world we have built is," it 
said. 

Black Friday has mean¬ 
while had to adapt to cul¬ 
tural norms. Egyptians, for 
example, have taken on all 
aspects of the occasion - 
except the name, because 
Friday is a sacred day of 
worship for Muslims. Rath¬ 
er than scrap the event, 
many retailers decided to 
rename it White Friday or 
Yellow Friday. 

The term Black Friday 
comes from retailers' claim 
that it was the day when 
they went from being loss¬ 
making for the year - in the 
red - to making a profit - in 
the black. 

Among other concerns 
is that Black Friday could 
hurt small businesses that 
do not have the vast mar¬ 
keting budgets and online 
sales presence of big retail 
chains or multinationals. 

In Italy, for example, Black 
Friday falls outside the sea¬ 
son's strictly defined sched¬ 
ule for when the winter 
shop sales can be held. This 
year, sales cannot be held 
from Dec. 5 until Jan. 4, 
when stores are allowed to 
clear out stock. The fashion 
industry has warned that 
can hurt smaller retailers in 
a country that relies heavily 
on them. A French legisla¬ 
tive committee passed an 
amendment Monday that 
proposes prohibiting Black 
Friday because it causes 
"resource waste" and "over¬ 
consumption." □ 



Dutch police secure a shopping street after a stabbing incident 
in the center of The Hague, Netherlands, Friday, Nov. 29, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By MIKE CORDER lands (AP) — An assailant 

Associated Press stabbed three people Fri- 

THE HAGUE, Nether- day night in a busy shop- 


Dutch police: 3 people 
wounded in Hague stabbing 


ping district in the Neth¬ 
erlands, and police were 
searching for the suspect, 
authorities said. 

The attack came just hours 
after a man wearing a fake 
explosive vest stabbed 
several people in London, 
killing two, before he was 
tackled by members of the 
public and then fatally shot 
by officers. 

Police treated it as a terror¬ 
ist attack. 

A Dutch police spokes¬ 
woman said it was still too 


early to say whether a ter¬ 
ror motive was to blame for 
the attack in The Hague. 

It was unclear whether any 
of the wounds were life- 
threatening, Marije Kuiper 
said. 

The stabbing happened 
about 7:45 p.m., when a 
man attacked several peo¬ 
ple on the street. Authori¬ 
ties offered no immediate 
motive. 

"We are keeping every sce¬ 
nario open," Kuiper said. 
The stabbing happened in 


an area teeming with holi¬ 
day shoppers. Supermar¬ 
ket chains and luxury shops 
were lit up with early Christ¬ 
mas decorations. 

Police sealed off a wide 
perimeter behind which 
onlookers were kept at 
bay. 

The Netherlands was 
shocked by a similar stab¬ 
bing in Amsterdam a year 
ago, when two Americans 
were wounded in a knife 
attack that prosecutors say 
had a "terrorist motive. 
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2 killed in London stabbings; police fatally shoot suspect 



Police forensic officers work where a man was killed on London Bridge following an incident in 
London, Friday, Nov. 29, 2019. 

Associated Press 


Associated Press 
LONDON (AP) — A man 

wearing a fake explosive 
vest stabbed several peo¬ 
ple Friday in London, kill¬ 
ing two in what police are 
treating as a terrorist attack 
before being tackled by 
members of the public and 
then fatally shot by officers 
on London Bridge, officials 
said. 

Metropolitan Police Chief 
Cressida Dick said two stab¬ 
bing victims had died and 
three injured people were 
being treated in hospitals. 
Health officials said one of 
the injured was in critical 
but stable condition, one 
was stable and the third 
had less serious injuries. 

Dick said police were work¬ 
ing "at full tilt" to determine 
whether anyone else was 
involved in the attack. She 
would not say whether the 
suspect was known to po¬ 
lice, noting it was "a very 
fast moving, dynamic in¬ 
vestigation; we will keep 
you updated." 

The violence erupted two- 
and-a-half years after a 
van and knife attack in 
the same area killed eight 
people and less than two 
weeks before Britain holds a 
national election. The main 
pollical parties temporarily 
suspended campaigning 
in London as a mark of re¬ 
spect. 

Prime Minister Boris John¬ 
son said that "to the best 
of our knowledge, the inci¬ 
dent has been contained" 
but that details were still 
emerging. 

Johnson's office said the 
prime minister would chair 
a meeting of the govern¬ 
ment's emergency com¬ 
mittee, COBRA, later Friday 
evening. 

Metropolitan Police coun¬ 
terterrorism chief Neil Basu 
said the suspect appeared 
to be wearing a bomb vest 
but it turned out to be "a 
hoax explosive device." 


Basu said officers were 
keeping "an open mind as 
to any motive." 

Dick, the police chief, said 
officers were called just be¬ 
fore 2 p.m. to Fishmongers' 
Hall, a conference venue 
at the north end of Lon¬ 
don Bridge. The pedestrian 
and vehicle bridge links the 
city's business district with 
the south bank of the River 
Thames. 

Cambridge-based prison- 
education organization 
Learning Together was 
holding an event there 
Friday, and the University 
of Cambridge said it was 
"gravely concerned" about 
students, staff and alum¬ 
ni who might have been 
caught up in the attack. 
Minutes after the stabbings 
report, witnesses saw a man 
with a knife being wrestled 
to the ground by members 
of the public on the bridge 
before armed-response of¬ 
ficers shot him dead. 

One video posted on social 
media showed two men 
struggling on the bridge 
before police pulled a 


man in civilian clothes off 
a black-clad man on the 
ground. Gunshots followed. 
Another depicted a man in 
suit and overcoat holding a 
long knife that apparently 
had been taken from the 
attacker. 

Other images showed po¬ 
lice, guns drawn, pointing 
at a figure on the ground in 
the distance. 

Karen Bosch, who was on 
a bus crossing the bridge, 
said she saw police "wres¬ 
tling with one tall, bearded 
man" and then heard "gun¬ 
shots, two loud pops." 

She said the man "pulled his 
coat back which showed 
that he had some sort of 
vest underneath, whether 
it's a stab vest, or some sort 
of explosive vest, the police 
then really quickly moved 
backwards, away." 

Another bus passenger, 
Amanda Hunter, told the 
BBC that the vehicle "all 
of a sudden stopped and 
there was commotion and 
I looked out the window 
and I just saw these three 
police officers going over 


to a man." 

"It seemed like there was 
something in his hand. I'm 
not 100% sure, but then one 
of the police officers shot 
him." 

Police confirmed that the 
man died at the scene. 

The mayor praised the 
"breathtaking heroism of 
members of the public who 
literally ran towards dan¬ 
ger not knowing what con¬ 
fronted him." 

"They are the best of us," 
Khan said. 

The prime minister also 
praised the bystanders, 
and said anyone who was 
involved in the attack "will 
be hunted down and will 
be brought to justice." 

Cars and buses on the busy 
bridge stood abandoned 
after the shooting, with a 
white truck stopped diago¬ 
nally across the lanes. Vid¬ 
eo footage showed police 
pointing guns at the truck 
before moving to check its 
container. 

London Bridge station, one 
of the city's busiest rail hubs, 
was closed for several hours 


after the attack. 

Scores of police, some 
armed with submachine 
guns, ushered office work¬ 
ers and tourists out of the 
area packed with office 
buildings, banks, restau¬ 
rants and bars. Staff in 
nearby office blocks were 
told to stay inside. 

As police cleared the 
streets, staff in shops and 
restaurants ushered cus¬ 
tomers into storerooms 
and basements. Some had 
been through similar trau¬ 
matic events in June 2017, 
when eight people died in 
the van and knife attack 
launched by three peo¬ 
ple inspired by the Islamic 
State group. The attackers 
ran down people on the 
bridge, killing two, before 
fatally stabbing several 
people in nearby Borough 
Market. 

That fatal attack took 
place days before a gener¬ 
al election. Britons are due 
to go to the polls again on 
Dec. 12. 

Political leaders expressed 
shock and sorrow at Fri¬ 
day's attack. 

"We will not be cowed by 
those who threaten us," La¬ 
bour Party leader Jeremy 
Corbyn said. "We must and 
we will stand together to re¬ 
ject hatred and division." 
Both Labour and the Con¬ 
servatives suspended cam¬ 
paigning in the city after 
the attack and the prime 
minister was also cancel¬ 
ing political events for Sat¬ 
urday. 

Security officials earlier this 
month downgraded Brit¬ 
ain's terrorism threat level 
from "severe" to "substan¬ 
tial," which means an at¬ 
tack is seen as "likely" rather 
than "highly likely." The as¬ 
sessment was made by 
the Joint Terrorism Analysis 
Centre, an independent 
expert body that evaluates 
intelligence, terrorist capa¬ 
bility and intentionsO 
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LGBT activists in China seek to change marriage civil code 



In this July 2, 2015, file photo, Teresa Xu, left, and Li Tingting, right, share a kiss as clerks take pho¬ 
tographs in a beauty salon where the two were preparing for their wedding in Beijing. 

Associated Press 


By YANAN WANG Associ¬ 
ated Press 

BEIJING (AP) — It was only 
after her partner's death 
that He Meili realized the 
full meaning of marriage. 

As a lesbian couple in 
China, He and Li Qin kept 
their ties largely unspoken, 
sometimes introducing 
themselves as cousins. This 
rarely bothered He until Li 
succumbed to complica¬ 
tions from lupus in 2016, and 
Li's parents demanded that 
He hand over the deed for 
their apartment and other 
property documents under 
Li's name. 

He, a 51-year-old nonprofit 
worker in southern China's 
Guangzhou city, has joined 
LGBT activists and support¬ 
ers in an appeal to law¬ 
makers to allow same-sex 
marriage, using a state- 
sanctioned channel to skirt 
recent government moves 
to suppress collective ac¬ 
tion. 

"I realized if LGBT people 
don't have the right to mar¬ 
ry, we have no legal pro¬ 
tections," she said. "Others 
will also experience what 
I did — and be left with 
nothing." 

Under Chinese President Xi 
Jinping, space for civil so¬ 
ciety and advocacy has 
shrunk. Human rights activ¬ 
ists and their lawyers have 
been detained, while in¬ 
ternet censorship has in¬ 
creased. 

LGBT activists have turned 
to a novel tactic: submitting 
statements to the National 
People’s Congress, China's 
legislature, which is solicit¬ 
ing opinions from the public 
on a draft of the "Marriage 
and Family" portion of the 
Civil Code through Friday. 
"A lot of people told me 
that this is the first time 
they've participated in the 
legal process," said Peng 
Yanzi, director of LGBT 
Rights Advocacy China, 
one of several groups run¬ 
ning the campaign. 

The Marriage and Family 
section is among six draft 
regulations for which the 
legislature began seeking 
comments at the end of 
October. As of Thursday 
afternoon, the website 
showed that more than 
200,000 suggestions had 
been submitted either on¬ 


line or by mail, the greatest 
number of any of the out¬ 
standing drafts. It was not 
clear what proportion of 
the suggestions pertained 
to same-sex marriage. 

In social media posts, cam¬ 
paign participants held up 
their Express Mail Service 
envelopes along with rain¬ 
bow Pride flags. In their 
suggestions, they shared 
stories of coming out, the 
challenge of gaining fam¬ 
ily members' acceptance 
and running into legal 
roadblocks when trying to 
share their lives with some¬ 
one of the same sex. 

A teacher wrote about 
experiencing discrimina¬ 
tion at his workplace; oth¬ 
ers wrote about not being 
allowed to make medical 
decisions for their ailing 
partners. 

"This is not just a symbolic 
gesture," Peng said. "It re¬ 
ally has an impact on our 
everyday lives." 

Peng's organization has 
outlined a desired revision 
to the language in the Civil 
Code, changing the terms 
throughout from "husband 
and wife" to "spouses" and 
from "men and women" to 
"the two parties." Rather 
than adding specific lan¬ 
guage about same-sex 
marriage, the revisions seek 
to eliminate gendered 
terms from the legislation. 
While activists and experts 


acknowledge that legal¬ 
izing same-sex marriage is 
still a far-off reality in China, 
they said appeals through 
the official channel will 
push the government to 
take the demand more se¬ 
riously. 

"There's a near-zero chance 
the suggested changes 
will be accepted and im¬ 
plemented, but this cam¬ 
paign makes China's LGBT 
community's demands for 
equality harder to ignore," 
said Darius Longarino, a 
senior fellow at Yale Law 
School's Paul Tsai China 
Center who has worked on 
legal reform programs pro¬ 
moting LGBT rights in China. 
"Calls for gay marriage of¬ 
ten get dismissed as being 
too marginal and unim¬ 
portant to get onto the po¬ 
litical agenda, or as being 
inconsistent with Chinese 
traditional culture," Longa¬ 
rino said. 

Few legal protections are 
available for same-sex cou¬ 
ples in China. One party 
can apply to be the other's 
legal guardian, but those 
accompanying rights are 
just a fraction of those en¬ 
joyed by married couples, 
Longarino said. He gave 
the example of a lesbian 
woman who bears a child 
in China, with no way for 
her partner to become a 
second legally recognized 
parent of that baby. 


At a briefing in August, a 
spokesman for the National 
People's Congress Stand¬ 
ing Committee's Legislative 
Affairs Commission sug¬ 
gested that same-sex mar¬ 
riage does not suit Chinese 
society. 

"China's current marriage 
system is built on the basis 
of a man and a woman be¬ 
coming husband and wife," 
said Zang Tiewei, direc¬ 
tor of the commission's re¬ 
search department, when 
asked whether same-sex 
marriage will be legalized. 
"This regulation is in line with 
China’s national conditions 
and historical and cultural 
traditions," Zang said. "As 
far as I know, at the mo¬ 
ment most countries in the 
world don’t recognize the 
legality of same-sex mar¬ 
riage." 

LGBT advocates have gar¬ 
nered growing support 
from the Chinese public, 
using social media to raise 
awareness even as they 
face frequent censorship. 
They won a victory over 
the censors in April 2018, 
when one of the country's 
top social networking sites 
backtracked on a plan to 
restrict content related to 
LGBT issues. Users flooded 
Weibo with hashtags such 
as "#l'mGayNotaPervert" 
after the Twitter-like plat¬ 
form said "pornographic, 
violent or gay" subject mat¬ 


ter would be reviewed. 

But misconceptions and dis¬ 
crimination persist. A 2015 
survey by the Beijing LGBT 
Center found that 35% of 
mental health professionals 
in a sample group of nearly 
1,000 believed that be¬ 
ing gay is a mental illness. 
Around the same percent¬ 
age supported the use of 
conversion therapy. When 
Bohemian Rhapsody, the 
hit biopic about Queen 
lead singer Freddie Mercu¬ 
ry, came to China, viewers 
were treated to a version 
without any references to 
Mercury's sexuality or his 
struggle with AIDS. 

Hua Zile, the chief editor 
of an LGBT-focused Weibo 
account with 1.69 million 
followers, said he hasn't 
publicized the same-sex 
marriage campaign on 
his microblog because he 
worries about the dispirit¬ 
ing effect it will have on the 
LGBT community when it in¬ 
evitably fails. 

"We can't reach the sky in a 
single leap," Hua said. "We 
should try to make progress 
step-by-step, or else we’ll 
constantly be disappoint¬ 
ed." 

After He’s partner passed 
away, it pained her to think 
about how they kept their 
status in the shadows. 
Through their 12-year rela¬ 
tionship, it was He who ac¬ 
companied Li on doctor's 
visits. She stayed with her 
at the hospital when lupus 
made her nauseous and 
delirious with fever, and 
she helped her reach their 
fourth-floor walk-up after 
her legs grew weak. 

In He's mind, they were 
married. But in reality, many 
people didn't even know 
they were dating. 

Friends told He that she 
could file a lawsuit to re¬ 
cover some of her and Li's 
shared property. She hired 
a lawyer to start the pro¬ 
cess, which required pains¬ 
taking documentation 
of their relationship and 
signed statements from 
their neighbors and friends 
attesting to their long-term 
bond. 

"It was like tearing open 
a wound over and over 
again," He said. "I had to 
keep coming out about my 
sexuality. □ 
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Iraqi prime minister to resign 
in wake of deadly protests 



In this May 15, 2019 file photo, Iraqi Prime Minister Adel Abdul- 
Mahdi speaks to the media during a joint news conference with 
Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan, in Ankara, Turkey. 

Associated Press 


By SAMYA KULLAB 
Associated Press 
BAGHDAD (AP) — A day 

after more than 40 protest¬ 
ers were killed by security 
forces, Iraq's prime minister 
announced Friday that he 
would submit his resigna¬ 
tion to parliament, a step 
that carried uncertainty for 
the entire government and 
stirred fears of a possible 
political crisis. 

The move by Adel Abdul- 
Mahdi came 13 months 
after he took office and 
followed calls by Iraq's top 
Shiite cleric for lawmakers 
to withdraw support. At 
least four protesters were 
killed in the hours after the 
announcement in continu¬ 
ing violence in Baghdad 
and southern Iraq. 

Word of the planned resig¬ 
nation triggered celebra¬ 
tions by anti-government 
protesters who have been 
camped out for nearly 
two months in Baghdad's 
Tahrir Square. Young men 
and women broke into 
song and dance under the 
sparkle of fireworks crack¬ 
ling from every corner of 
the plaza, the epicenter 
of their leaderless protest 
movement, which seeks 
an end to sectarian gov¬ 
ernment and election and 
anti-corruption reforms. 

But amid the mirth, protest¬ 
ers said Abdul Mahdi's de¬ 
cision was a single victory 
in the long and difficult war 
aimed at dismantling the 
post-2003 political system, 
a common refrain among 
demonstrators. 

"The political system will re¬ 


place him with someone 
exactly the same," said Taif, 
a 39-year-old protester, 
as jubilant demonstrators 
waved flags behind. "Until 
this sick system is destroyed, 
we won't leave." 

On the street near the 
teeming square, another 
protester named Mortada, 
21, watched the fanfare 
from a distance. "We want 
true electoral reforms. We 
want real change," he said. 
"It's not one man, it's the 
whole system that needs to 
resign." 

Both Taif and Mortada 
declined to give their full 
names, fearing retaliation. 
Protesters in the teeming 
square sang Iraq’s national 
anthem. One man held up 
a sign: "I cry blood for our 
martyrs." 

Nearly 400 people have 
been killed in the bloody 
crackdown on protests 
since Oct. 1, most of them 
young demonstrators who 
were shot or hit by explod¬ 
ing tear gas canisters fired 
by security forces. 

In a statement, Abdul- 
Mahdi said he "listened with 
great concern" to Grand 
Ayatollah Ali al-Sistani's ser¬ 
mon and made his decision 
in response to the cleric's 
remarks. 

"I will submit to parliament 
an official memorandum 
resigning from the current 
prime ministry so that the 
parliament can review its 
choices," he said. Abdul- 
Mahdi was appointed 
Iraq's fifth prime minister 
since 2003 as a consen¬ 
sus candidate following 


months of political wran¬ 
gling between rival political 
blocs. 

If accepted when put to 
vote, Abdul-Mahdi's resig¬ 
nation would signal a return 
to square one in those slow- 
moving negotiations, Iraqi 
officials and experts said. 
He would be the second 
prime minister in an Arab 
country to be forced out 
by mass protests recently. 
In Lebanon, the resignation 
of Prime Minister Saad Hariri 
a month earlier, on Oct. 29, 
led to further political grid¬ 
lock and uncertainty. 
Abdul-Mahdi's rise to pow¬ 
er was the product of a 
provisional alliance be¬ 
tween parliament's two 
main blocs — Sairoon, led 
by cleric Moqtada al-Sadr, 
and Fatah, which includes 
leaders associated with the 
paramilitary Popular Mo¬ 
bilization Units headed by 
Hadi al-Amiri. 

In the May 2018 election, 
neither coalition won a 
commanding plurality that 
would have enabled it to 
name the premier, as stipu¬ 
lated by the Iraqi constitu¬ 
tion. To avoid political crisis, 
Sairoon and Fatah forged 
a precarious union with 
Abdul-Mahdi as their prime 
minister. 

Now, with his resignation, 
unresolved disputes be¬ 
tween the coalitions threat¬ 
en to re-emerge, two Iraqi 
officials said. 

Abdul-Mahdi had alluded 
to this challenge implicitly 
in earlier statements, saying 
he would resign, but only if 
an alternative candidate 


was found for the premier¬ 
ship. 

Officials also questioned 
Abdul-Mahdi's decision to 
submit his resignation via 
the more time-consuming 
route of parliament, re¬ 
quiring MPs to vote, rather 
than sending it directly to 
the president, who has the 
power to accept it immedi¬ 
ately and demote the gov¬ 
ernment to caretaker status 
until a new one is formed. 
An Iraqi official said one of 
two things could happen: 
"There's going to be a lot of 
horse-trading going on, or 
it could be paralysis, and 
nothing changes." The offi¬ 
cial spoke on the condition 
of anonymity because offi¬ 
cials were not authorized to 
speak to media. 

The resignation also cre¬ 
ates legal uncertainties as 
the constitution does not 
provide clear procedures 
to guide lawmakers in the 
event of a premier stepping 
down, experts said. The key 
issue was how long Abdul- 
Mahdi's government could 
maintain caretaker status 
in the event of protracted 
political negotiations. 


"To my understanding there 
is no clause (in the consti¬ 
tution) that says how long 
he can remain in the post 
once his resignation is ac¬ 
cepted," said Sajad Jiyad, 
the managing director of 
Bayan Center, an Iraq- 
based think tank. 

The federal Supreme Court 
might have to step in, he 
added, if the caretaker 
government stays for too 
long and if parliamentary 
blocs are unable to come 
to an understanding. 

In his weekly Friday sermon 
delivered via a representa¬ 
tive in the holy city of Najaf, 
Al-Sistani said parliament, 
which elected the gov¬ 
ernment of Abdul-Mahdi, 
should "reconsider its op¬ 
tions" - a clear sign he was 
withdrawing his support for 
the prime minister. His com¬ 
ments prompted political 
parties to issue calls for the 
government to step down. 
Forty protesters were shot 
dead by security forces in 
Baghdad and the southern 
cities of Najaf and Nasiriyah 
on Thursday, in a sharp es¬ 
calation of violence that 
continued FridayO 
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Brazil's president 
criticizes DiCaprio 
over Amazon fires 



In this Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2019 handout photo released by Nuevo Leon State Civil Defense 
Agency, survivor Aidan Jacobson sits inside an ambulance after he was rescued after falling from 
the El Potrero Chico peak in Hidalgo, Mexico. 

Associated Press 

Report: Elite U.S. climber dies 
rappelling down rock face 


By DIANE JEANTET 

Associated Press 

RIO DE JANEIRO (AP) — 

Without offering proof, 
Brazilian President Jair Bol- 
sonaro on Friday said ac¬ 
tor Leonardo DiCaprio had 
funded nonprofit groups 
that he claimed are partly 
responsible for fires in the 
Amazon this year. 
Bolsonaro's remarks about 
the actor were part of a 
wider government cam¬ 
paign against environmen¬ 
tal nonprofit groups oper¬ 
ating in Brazil. 

"DiCaprio is a cool guy, isn't 
he? Giving money to set 
the Amazon on fire," the 
president said to supporters 
in Brasilia. 

DiCaprio's environmental 
organization Earth Alliance 
has pledged $5 million to 
help protect the Amazon 
after a surge in fires de¬ 
stroyed large parts of the 
rainforest in July and Au¬ 
gust. 

The actor's press represen¬ 
tative did not immediately 
comment on Bolsonaro's 
remarks. 

Some members of Bolson¬ 
aro's administration argue 



j. A 




Brazil's President Jair Bolson- 
aro waves during a Changing 
of the Guard at the Planalto 
Presidential Palace, in Brasilia, 
Brazil, Thursday, Nov. 28, 2019. 

Associated Press 

that civil society groups 
and environmental laws 
hinder economic develop¬ 
ment in the region. 
Bolsonaro and Environment 
Minister Ricardo Salles are 
promoting development 
in some protected natu¬ 
ral areas, even as inten¬ 
tional fires and deforesta¬ 
tion in the Amazon have 
reached levels not seen in 
a decade. □ 


By MARK STEVENSON 
and MEXICO CITY (AP) — 

California rock climber 
Brad Gobright reportedly 
reached the top of a highly 
challenging rock face in 
northern Mexico and was 
rappelling down with a 
companion when he fell to 
his death. 

Climber Aidan Jacobson 
of Phoenix, Arizona, told 
Outside magazine he was 
with Gobright, and said 
they had just performed 
an ascent of the Sendero 


Luminoso route in the El 
Potrero Chico area near 
the northern city of Monter¬ 
rey. Jacobson also fell, but 
a shorter distance, after 
something went wrong in 
the "simul-rappelling" de¬ 
scent, the magazine said. 
The technique involves two 
climbers balancing each 
other's weight off an an¬ 
chor point. In online forums, 
many climbers described 
the technique as difficult 
and potentially dangerous. 
Civil defense officials in 


Nuevo Leon state said Go- 
bright, 31, fell about 300 
meters (328 yards) to his 
death on Wednesday. The 
magazine account de¬ 
scribed the fall as 600 feet 
(about 200 meters). Jacob¬ 
son suffered minor injuries, 
officials said. 

His body was recovered 
Thursday. The publica¬ 
tion Rock and Ice de¬ 
scribed Gobright as "one 
of the most accomplished 
free solo climbers in the 
world."□ 


Court convicts Suriname leader in killings of 15 opponents 



In this Aug. 12, 2015 file photo, Suriname President Desire "Desi" 
Delano Bouterse observes a military parade, after being sworn 
in for his second term, in Paramaribo, Suriname. 

Associated Press 


By HARMEN BOERBOOM 
PARAMARIBO, Suriname 
(AP) — A court in the South 
American country of Suri¬ 


name convicted President 
Desi Bouterse on Friday in 
the 1982 killings of 15 po¬ 
litical opponents and sen¬ 


tenced him to 20 years in 
prison. 

The decision by a panel 
of three judges marks the 
end of a historic trial that 
began in November 2007, 
although it was not imme¬ 
diately clear what happens 
next. 

Shortly after the court is¬ 
sued its verdict, the gov¬ 
ernment asked Suriname's 
more than half a million in¬ 
habitants to remain calm. 
"Democracy remains of 
paramount importance," 
officials said in a statement. 
Bouterse is currently on an 
official trip in China and 
could not be immediately 
reached for comment. He 
accepted "political respon¬ 
sibility" for the killings in 2007 
when he offered his first 
public apology but insisted 
he was not present. 


Hugo Essed, a lawyer for 
relatives of the victims, said 
Bouterse should step down 
immediately. 

"It's a shame for him to re¬ 
main as president," he said. 
The case is known in Suri¬ 
name as the "December 
killings," and the victims in¬ 
cluded some of the most 
prominent citizens of Suri¬ 
name such as lawyers, jour¬ 
nalists and a university pro¬ 
fessor. Bouterse and 24 co¬ 
defendants are accused of 
rounding them up and ex¬ 
ecuting them inside a colo¬ 
nial fortress in the capital of 
Paramaribo. 

Bouterse first seized power 
in Suriname following a 
coup in 1980, five years 
after the small country 
gained independence 
from the Netherlands. He 
stepped down under inter¬ 


national pressure in 1987, 
then briefly seized power 
again in 1990. 

He was then elected presi¬ 
dent in a parliamentary 
vote in 2010 and re-elect¬ 
ed in 2015. Shortly after he 
was elected, he pushed 
through an amnesty law 
that was ruled unconstitu¬ 
tional. Then in 2016, he di¬ 
rected Suriname's attorney 
general to immediately 
halt the legal proceedings 
against him, but the court 
ruled he could not do so 
because they had already 
started. 

Bouterse was previously 
convicted by a court in the 
Netherlands in absentia of 
drug trafficking in 1999 but 
avoided an 11-year prison 
because he cannot be ex¬ 
tradited under Surinamese 
law.Q 
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The only place where Dennis vacations 


ORANJESTAD — Aruba To¬ 
day got a wonderful mes¬ 
sage from Stephanie Elia 
about her husband Dennis 
Elia. She informed us that 
they have been coming to 
our island together for more 
than 30 times and that she 
would love to see him rec¬ 


ognized for that. 

Without doubt us from Aru¬ 
ba Today said yes to her 
request because we love 
to have our loyal guests 
(and readers) getting the 
appreciation they de¬ 
serve. Stephanie: “When 


Opening of new Defense training 
facility in the Caribbean 

Tribute to Rudy Dovale at 
unveiling 


we got married in 1997 he 
informed me that the only 
place he will go on vaca¬ 
tion is Aruba.” Since then 
they have visited the Al- 
legro/Occidental/Barcelo 
over 30 times. “My husband 
Dennis is a retired Boston 
Police Detective and has 
been coming to Aruba 
since the 1970s and stayed 
at the Americana. People 
at the Barcelo know him as 
“Dennis the Menace” and I 
would love to give him the 
gift of having him recog¬ 
nized!” 

The Elia's visit our beautiful 
Aruba as often as they can. 
“Dennis even came for a 



month when he retired from 
the Boston Police (I am still 
working and couldn't stay 
a whole month)," Stepha¬ 
nie says. “Aruba is a spe¬ 
cial island to us because of 
the people we have come 
to consider family over the 
years. As soon as we step 


off the plane, we feel like 
we are home." 

Thank you Stephanie and 
Dennis for sharing your love 
for Aruba with us, we hope 
to welcome you many 
more years. Enjoy your va¬ 
cation! □ 



WILLEMSTAD, CURACAO — A military ceremony on 
Wacawa, Curacao was held to open two new Carib¬ 
bean Defense training facilities. In Aruba, as well as 
Curacao a training facility has been created where 
so-called military operations urban terrain [MOUT] 
can also be practiced. 

These training stations were built in less than three 
weeks by Engineering Company 105 of the Army in 
the Caribbean Pontonnier exercise. By means of two 
keys, the company commander of the building unit. 
Major Koen van Dinter, has handed over the new 
training locations to the Naval Commander in the Ca¬ 
ribbean, Brigadier General of the Marines Peter Jan 
de Vin. 

In Curacao, the new practice location on Wacawa is 
named after the recently deceased World War II, war 
veteran Rudy Dovale, who is of Curapao descent. 
In the presence of the U.S. Consul Greenberg, Briga¬ 
dier General Smits, Commander of 11TH Air Mobile 
Brigade, the engineers who built the site and other 
invitees, the Naval Commander in the Caribbean un¬ 
veiled the ‘Camp Dovale’ nameplate and the me¬ 
morial stone, together with the Dovale family. After 
a word of thanks from Christie Dovale, Rudy Dovale’s 
daughter, the soldiers of the army in the West gave 
a demonstration of the new facility. The new road to 
the training location is called Kaya Major TijsKoks and 
is named after the soldier who made the Caribbean 
Pontonnier exercise of Company 105 Hydraulic Engi¬ 
neering possible. 

The training ground at the Marine barracks Savane- 
ta bears the name Camp Davis and is thus named 
after the location where the Dutch Marine Brigade, 
founded in 1943, were trained for their deployment in 
the Pacific. The name Camp Davis emphasizes good 
cooperation and bond that the Dutch Marines have 
with American Marines. □ 






Have your own vacation property in ARUBA 
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Neighbors: Trustworthy Doctor & Great Equipped Pharmacy 

- Both in walking distance from resorts - 



PALM BEACH — Doctor Lili Beke from the Walk-In Clinic has a solid rep¬ 
utation, built up in more than 35 years of experience as a medical doc¬ 
tor. Both tourists and locals feel great with her for the simple reasons 
that she has the qualities of a great doctor: communicative, skilled, 
empathetic and trustworthy. Unique is the fact that you can walk into 
this clinic without an appointment and that the Palm Beach Service 
Pharmacy she partners up with is literally next door. When you feel sick 
during vacation you want this out of your system as soon as possible 
and a convenient solution is forehanded. Don’t look any further, help is 
just around the corner. A one-stop-shopping solution. 


Top 5 Vacation Illnesses 

The most common reasons why patients walk into her clinic sound very 
familiar. Doctor Beke: “When on vacation you are excited so you mix 
meals, eat without control and combine this with more alcohol than 
usual resulting in an upset stomach. Digestion issues occur and when 
on a diet you can count on it that you will get sick.” Throwing up, diar¬ 
rhea, dehydration will be a bummer on your vacation. “Second oc¬ 
casion why people step in here is medication. They feel sick because 
they forgot to take their medicines with them or simply think they don't 
need it on holiday. But of course the body does not work differently 
only because you are in another place." This happens especially with 
patients of higher age and many times with blood pressure medication 
and psychological medicines, the doctor explains. “As we have the 
pharmacy next door we can solve this in most cases very quick so you 
will soon feel better again. Then of course we have the allergies, force 
majeure but still a hassle. Too much sun bathing is another thing caus¬ 
ing dehydration and sun burns.” 

“I strongly advise to buy a new sunblock cream every vacation. Our 
pharmacy sells the most advanced ones that is environmental friendly, 
so not damaging the sea life.” As fifth most common reason for pa¬ 
tients to come see the doctor she mentions exhaustion. “You want to 
do everything in a short time and by the end of the day the body is ex¬ 
hausted, giving a reversed reaction. Take it easy please, moderate or 
like we say here: chill.” Besides this top 5 the doctor is visited by patients 
with chronic diseases that often contact her in advance to travelling. 

The Little Ones 

With regards to children Dr. Beke advises parents to keep an extra 
eye on them during vacation. “They are excited, cannot hold control, 
play all day in the sand and pool and eat a lot of different things. But 
they are sensitive and you do not want your loved ones waking up in 
the middle of the night vomiting or with diarrhea.” Asthmatic children 
should be taken care of extra as the sun, water and strong draft on the 
island can complicate their condition. “Protect the heads of your kids, 
we are close to the equator and the sun rays are more rectangular thus 
stronger. The heat and humidity can exhaust the little bodies easily. Let 
them play under an umbrella preferably and keep drinking water. At 
the pharmacy you can buy ear plugs to prevent ear infections.” The 
doctor stresses that there is no doubt about drinking tap water. “The 



water of Aruba is the best. You can drink that without problems. It is 
excellent. In the States it is prepared with a lot of chemicals, but here 
it’s clean.” 


Locals 

Doctor Beke has a loyal local patient pool staying with her mainly be¬ 
cause of the experience and trust. “They tell me I really listen to them, 
they feel attended and respected. A patient is a human being, not a 
casus, unfortunately many times doctors are skilled in the medical part 
but not on the social terrain." The latter is more and more important, 
especially with certain groups like teenage girls. “They prefer a female 
doctor to treat typical woman issues. The desire is attention and to feel 
at ease." Patients step in for second opinions too. “Everybody has the 
right to do that, it is their body and their money." 

Pharmacy Convenience 

After you pick up your prescription at Dr. Beke’s practice, you can go 
to the Palm Beach Service Pharmacy, right next door. The collabora¬ 
tion between these two results in a quick, efficient and quality service. 
It’s just what you need when you feel the only thing you want is heal¬ 
ing. Lennert van der Poel, general manager of the pharmacy, which 
is part of a group of 5 pharmacies (Botica di Servicio), points out that 
convenience is not their only unique asset. “We carry a wide variety of 
medicines from the US, but most of the medicines come from the EU. 
The prices in the EU are considerately lower than in the U.S." All medi¬ 
cines are European registered with the same standard as U.S. prod¬ 
ucts. “The law in the States allows visitors to get prescribed medicine 
by a local doctor for up to 6 months, saving them a ton of money.”, 
says van der Poel. Most common medicines requested by visitors are 
antibiotic, pain killers and anti-allergy medications. However, certain 
things do not need prescription, such as contact lenses. These don’t 
need a prescription to get them on the island. “We’ve recently started 
importing our own ‘house brand’ of contact lenses called ‘Optinova’, 
and the feedback has been amazing”, elaborates Van der Poel, “We 
carry both daily and monthly lenses, which are an ideal substitute if 
you forget yours when coming on vacation, or even if you would like to 
take some home, which is why we’ve seen so many return customers." 

Naturally we wish you the healthiest, most wonderful vacation of your 
life on our Happy Island. But.... In case you are in need of a doctorand 
a pharmacy, just turn around, walk in and feel welcome to be curedlQ 



Palm Beach Service Pharmacy 
T: +297 587 1717 
www.boticadiservicio.com 
info@boticadiservicio.com 
Unit 8 at “The Cove”, Palm Beach 
Open Mon-Fri 10 am - 4 pm. 

Sat 11.00 am - 4.00 pm 


Aruba Walk-in Clinic 
T: +297 588 539 

or +297 594 0539 (emergency) 

lgbeke.md@gmail.com 

Unit 9 at “The Cove”, Palm Beach 

Open during weekdays 9am-12pm, 

2.30 -5 pm(Friday afternoon 2pm- 4.30 pm) 
Saturday, Sunday & Holidays 2 pm - 4 pm 
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Fun 4-Card BINGO starting at 1pm! 

$7 for 4-Card BINGO | 8 Games to Play 

@Bo0®® to Oadi Fcfese 

SPECIAL PROGRESSIVE GAME 

Jackpot within 50 Calls | 51 Calls or mare $111 

Additional $5QG Cash Prize in our Monthly Early Bird Drawing 
when you purchase your card before noon! 


Every Friday, Saturday and Sunday 

Ten daily winners of 10,000 points! 

Earn 100 base slot points or 8 table credits 


THE SHOPS 

AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 



and swipe up to Five times daily at any kiosk. 

See Pfaysr*' Qub for deforfc 


Offering a wide variety of Retail & Dining Outlets, 
Salon & Spa Services, Souvenirs and more. 


Centrale Bank of Aruba: 

Summary of the Monthly Bulletin of August 2019 



ORANJESTAD — Public sector drives 
expansion in domestic credit 

Monetary developments 

Compared to July 2019, money 
supply expanded in August 2019 
by Afl. 66.9 million to Afl. 4,446.6 
million, resulting from increases in 
both net domestic assets (+Afl. 41.1 
million) and net foreign assets (+Afl. 
25.7 million). 

The rise in the domestic compo¬ 
nent of money supply is attrib¬ 
uted to the rise in domestic credit 
(+Afl. 45.4 million). The increase in 
domestic credit was caused by 
expansions in the net claims of 
the banking sector on the public 
sector (+Afl. 32.1 million) and the 
claims of the banking sector on the 
private sector (+Afl. 13.3 million). 
The growth in the net claims of the 
banking sector on the public sec¬ 
tor was caused mainly by an Afl. 
31.9 million reduction in govern¬ 
ment deposits. 

In addition, housing mortgages 
and loans to enterprises increased 
by Afl. 8.8 million and Afl. 8.2 mil¬ 
lion, respectively, while consumer 


credit decreased by Afl. 3.7 million. 

In August 2019, the net purchases 
of foreign exchange from the pub¬ 
lic (+Afl. 220.6 million) were larger 
than the net sales of foreign ex¬ 
change to the public (-Afl. 194.9 
million). 

The net purchases of foreign ex¬ 
change were mainly related to for¬ 
eign exchange revenue from tour¬ 
ism. Net sales of foreign exchange 
to the public resulted mostly from 
payments for goods imports, other 
investment and other services. 


Inflation 

The consumer price index (CPI) for 
August 2019 noted a 4.0 percent 
increase year-over-year (YOY). The 
main contributor to this rise was the 
“Food and Non-Alcoholic Bever¬ 
ages" component. The 12-month 
average inflation rate was 4.1 per¬ 
cent in August 2019, compared to 
4.2 percent in July 2019. 

Government 

Total government revenue 
amounted to Afl. 95.7 million in Au¬ 
gust 2019, Afl. 4.0 million more than 


for the same month of the previous 
year. This outcome resulted from 
a growth in tax revenue (+Afl. 9.4 
million) and a decrease in nontax 
revenue (-Afl. 5.5 million). 

The expansion in tax revenue was 
associated mainly with increases 
in profit tax (+Afl. 4.5 million), in¬ 
come from turnover tax (+Afl. 4.1 
million), wage tax (+Afl. 2.0 million), 
income tax (+Afl. 1.5 million), and 
foreign exchange tax (+Afl. 1.3 mil¬ 
lion). In contrast, taxes on property 
decreased (-Afl. 3.2 million) in the 
month under review when com¬ 
pared to the same month of the 
previous year. 

Tourism 

Please note that figures on tourism 
were not yet available at the time 
of publication of this bulletin. 

For further information or a more 
detailed analysis, visit our website 
(www.cbaruba.org) or contact the 
Statistics Department of the Cen¬ 
trale Bank van Aruba, tel. +297- 
525-2100, e-mail statistics.depart- 
ment@cbaruba.org.O 
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100,000 POINTS AWARDED 

Every Friday, Saturday arid Sunday 
Ten daily winners of 10,000 points! 

Earn 100 base slot points or 8 table credits 
and swipe up to Five times daily at any kiosk. 


See Waver*' Club hr details. 


Get a FREE Alhambra 

T-Shirt when you earn 250 
Slot Points on Sunday with 
your Players' Club card! 
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POINT GIVEAWAY 


NOVEMBER 29 - DECEMBER 22, 2019 


THE SHOPS 

AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 

Offering a wide variety of Retail & Dining Outlets, 
Salon & Spa Services, Souvenirs and more. 


Goodwill Ambassadors honored at the 
Renaissance Aruba 



ORANJESTAD — Recently, Kimberley Rich¬ 
ardson of the Aruba Tourism Authority had 
the great pleasure to honor Aruba’s loyal 
and friendly visitors as Goodwill Ambassa¬ 
dors of Aruba. The symbolic Goodwill Am¬ 
bassador certificate is presented to guests 
who visit Aruba 20 years or more consecu¬ 
tively. 

The honorees were couple James & 
Joan Fairbanks, together with Scott & 
Linda Wolfenden. 

These wonderful people stated that they 
love the island very much, especially for 


its year-round sunny weather, nice sandy 
beaches, delicious variety of foods, its 
safety, and Aruba's warm and friendly 
people. 

They also mentioned that Aruba’s people 
are very hospitable and they will help you 
in any way they can. 

Richardson together with the represen¬ 
tatives of the Renaissance Aruba Resort 
and Casino presented the certificates to 
the honorees, handed over some presents 
and also thanked them for choosing Aru¬ 
ba as their favorite vacation destination 
and as their home-away-from-home.O 


Inner peace 

In our attempt to find peace through outcomes 
of situations or through lasting fulfillment from 
impermanent relationships we cause no peace or 
suffering. The only reason we do not like to suffer is 
because we are peace ourselves, anything that 
doesn’t seem peaceful we would not wish to 
experience. □ 



Suresh Mirchumal is a spiritual writer. “Well, you can 
categorize it like that, although I don't call myself one. 
These thoughts come in effortlessly.” His aim is in a way 
to reach out to whoever gets inspired or has an eye 
opening event within them that may transcend their 
current state of consciousness. “Or let's say current 
emotional state too. If one in a thousand benefits, that 
is already great.” Due to the current world state, lots 
of struggles and stresses, we seem to lose touch with 
that inner peace that we long for, Suresh explains. 
“I wish to ease that through these small articles or 
tidbits.” You will find his tidbits in Aruba Today, like a 
sunray of the day. If you wish to make use of Suresh his 
services like meditation or just a talk, please email to: 
Thedimensionofsilence@gmail.com. 
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Atlanta Falcons tight end 
Jaeden Graham (87) cele¬ 
brates his touchdown against 
the New Orleans Saints dur¬ 
ing the first half of an NFL foot¬ 
ball game, Thursday, Nov. 28, 
2019, in Atlanta. 

Associated Press 

Quinn, 

Dimitroff 

face 

uncertain 

future 

with 

Falcons 

ATLANTA (AP) — A mean¬ 
ingless December awaits 
the Atlanta Falcons for the 
second straight year, and 
it's uncertain how much 
longer Dan Quinn will 
coach the team. 

Last year's collapse was 
blamed mostly on injuries, 
but this year's 3-9 record 
and early elimination from 
the playoffs seem mainly 
the fault of Quinn and 
general manager Thomas 
Dimitroff. 

Quinn will finish with a non¬ 
winning record for the third 
time in his five seasons. He 
led Atlanta to the Super 
Bowl in 2016 and coached 
them to the divisional 
round of the playoffs the 
following year, but it has 
since been a bumpy ride. 

Continued on Page 21 



Brooklyn Nets center Jarrett Allen dunks the ball against the Boston Celtics during the first half of an NBA basketball game Friday, 
Nov. 29, 2019, in New York. 

Associated Press 
Page 20 
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MacKinnon powers Avalanche past Blackhawks 5-2 



Chicago Blackhawks goalie Corey Crawford (50) makes a save while teammate Calvin de Haan 
(44) battles Colorado Avalanche's J.T. Compher (37) for the loose puck during the third period of 
an NHL hockey game Friday, Nov. 29, 2019, in Chicago. Colorado won 5-2. 

Associated Press 


CHICAGO (AP) — Nathan 
MacKinnon had a goal 
and three assists, and the 
Colorado Avalanche beat 
the Chicago Blackhawks 
5-2 on Friday. 

J.T. Compher added a 
goal and two assists for 
Colorado, which earned 
its second straight win. 
Cale Makar, Ryan Graves 
and Valeri Nichushkin 
also scored in the first of a 
home-and-home set. 
Patrick Kane and Zack 
Smith scored for the Black¬ 
hawks, who have dropped 
four of five. Defenseman 
Duncan Keith left with a 
groin injury midway through 
the second period. 

Pavel Francouz made 
34 saves. The Avalanche 
scored on three of their first 
seven shots against Corey 
Crawford, who blocked 18 
for the game. 

BRUINS 3, RANGERS 2 
BOSTON (AP) — David Krejci 
scored 1:40 into overtime, 
David Pastrnak scored his 
league-leading 24th goal 
and Boston earned its sixth 
straight win. 

Krejci's goal, his fifth of the 
season, came on a left- 
circle wrist shot against an 


out-of-position Henrik Lun- 
dqvist after Pastrnak cre¬ 
ated space with a deke in 
the right circle. 

Jaroslav Halak made 26 
saves for the Bruins. Boston 
matched its longest win¬ 
ning streak of the season 
and its longest point streak 
at 10 games (7-0-3). 


Pavel Buchnevich and Filip 
Chytil scored for the Rang¬ 
ers, who had won three in 
a row. Lundqvist had 24 
saves. 

JETS 3, DUCKS 0 

ANAHEIM, Calif. (AP) — 
Connor Hellebuyck made 
24 saves for his second 
shutout, leading Winnipeg 


to its third consecutive win. 
Neal Pionk had a power- 
play goal for the Jets, who 
improved to 10-2-1 this 
month with one game to 
play. Nikolaj Ehlers and Kyle 
Connor also scored, and 
Blake Wheeler had two as¬ 
sists. 

John Gibson made 17 


saves for the Ducks. 

SHARKS 4, KINGS 1 

SAN JOSE, Calif. (AP) — 
Martin Jones made 33 
saves for San Jose, and 
Noah Gregor scored his first 
career NHL goal. 

Logan Couture, Patrick 
Marleau and Marc-Ed- 
ouard Vlasic also scored 
to help San Jose rebound 
from a lackluster effort 
Wednesday night against 
Winnipeg. 

The Sharks beat the Kings 
for the second time in five 
days. But unlike Monday, 
when San Jose blew a 3-0 
lead before winning in 
overtime, the Sharks kept 
the pressure up in the re¬ 
match. 

Kyle Clifford scored for Los 
Angeles with 1:49 left. Jona¬ 
than Quick made 18 stops. 
WILD 7, SENATORS 2 
ST. PAUL, Minn. (AP) — De¬ 
fenseman Jared Spurgeon 
had a goal and two as¬ 
sists, and Minnesota scored 
three goals in a 4:13 span 
of the second period. 

The Wild had their highest- 
scoring game of the sea¬ 
son, beating the Senators 
for the eighth straight time 
since November 20160 


Ferrari chief happy to consider possibility of Hamilton move 



Mercedes driver Lewis Hamilton of Britain during the first free 
practice at the Yas Marina racetrack in Abu Dhabi, United Arab 
Emirates, Friday, Nov. 29,2019. The Emirates Formula One Grand 
Prix will take place on Sunday. 

Associated Press 


By JEROME PUGMIRE 
ABU DHABI, United Arab 
Emirates (AP) — The pros¬ 
pect of six-time Formula 
One champion Lewis Ham¬ 
ilton driving for Ferrari in the 
future may not be as far¬ 
fetched as it once seemed. 
Hamilton is one of several 
FI drivers whose contracts 


expire at the end of next 
year, and Ferrari team prin¬ 
cipal Mattia Binotto did not 
dismiss the tantalizing idea 
of poaching the Mercedes 
star when asked on Friday 
if he would be interested in 
signing him. 

"Lewis is certainly an out¬ 
standing driver, a fantas¬ 


tic driver," Binotto said at 
the Abu Dhabi Grand Prix. 
"Knowing that he's avail¬ 
able in 2021 can make us 
only happy, but honestly it's 
too early for any decision." 
Four-time FI champion 
Sebastian Vettel and his 
Ferrari teammate Charles 
Leclerc are also out of con¬ 
tract at the end of 2020. 

So is Hamilton's Mercedes 
teammate, Valtteri Bottas, 
and Red Bull's eight-time 
race winner. Max Verstap- 
pen, thus increasing the 
prospect of a merry-go- 
round for the 2021 cam¬ 
paign with experienced 
drivers potentially chang¬ 
ing seats. 

"We are happy with the 
drivers we've got at the 
moment," Binotto said, re¬ 
ferring to Vettel and the 
highly promising Leclerc. 
"Certainly at one stage 
next season we will start dis¬ 
cussing and understanding 
what to do." 


Although Hamilton has pre¬ 
viously expressed his admi¬ 
ration for Ferrari as a mar¬ 
quee name in FI, the British 
driver has made no men¬ 
tion of wanting to leave an 
all-conquering Mercedes 
team which has won a 
record six straight drivers' 
and constructors’ champi¬ 
onships under the inspired 
leadership of team princi¬ 
pal Toto Wolff. 

Wolff and Hamilton joined 
Mercedes in 2013 — with 
Hamilton replacing seven¬ 
time FI champion Michael 
Schumacher following his 
retirement — and they 
have formed a very tight 
bond based on the highest 
mutual respect. 

Flatteringly, Hamilton even 
recently suggested his own 
future at Mercedes is linked 
to Wolff's future with the 
German manufacturer. 
"Lewis and I have grown 
close over the last seven 
years... and I think we have 


built up a lot of trust. For him 
to say that is nice," Wolff 
said on Friday. "I'd also like 
to know where he goes or if 
he stays in the future. Can I 
shed more light? No, for me 
it was important to finish the 
season in Abu Dhabi. There 
are many things to be de¬ 
cided on and we will see 
over the winter." 

Bottas, too, is keeping his 
options for 2021 open after 
winning a career-best four 
races this season and beat¬ 
ing Hamilton in pole posi¬ 
tions. 

"I can't remember a time 
when so many drivers' con¬ 
tracts are expiring. If I had 
to decide on my future for 
2021 (right now) it would be 
a no-brainer to continue 
with this team," Bottas said. 
"There are many elements 
that have to come togeth¬ 
er, at the same time I have 
to keep my eyes open and 
be open-minded about 
the future.'Q 
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Cardinals' Josh Shaw suspended for betting on NFL games 



In this July 30,2019, file photo, Arizona Cardinals' Josh Shaw runs 
drills during the teams' NFL football training camp in Glendale, 
Ariz. 

Associated Press 


By DAVID BRANDT 
AP Sports Writer 

Arizona Cardinals corner- 
back Josh Shaw has been 
suspended through at 
least the end of the 2020 
season for betting on NFL 
games on multiple occa¬ 
sions this season, the first 
time in more than 35 years 
a player has been banned 
for gambling. 

The little-known Shaw hasn't 
played for the Cardinals this 
season after being placed 
on injured reserve follow¬ 
ing an injury during the 
preseason. His suspension 
comes as the NFL — and 
other U.S. sports leagues 
— enter an era when legal 
sports gambling is spread¬ 
ing across the country and 
gaining mainstream ac¬ 
ceptance. For pro sports to 
coexist with gambling, they 
must avoid the scandal 
that would arise from bet¬ 
ting by players and others 
who can directly affect the 
outcome of games. 

"The continued success 


of the NFL depends di¬ 
rectly on each of us doing 
everything necessary to 
safeguard the integrity of 
the game and the reputa¬ 
tions of all who participate 
in the league. At the core 
of this responsibility is the 
longstanding principle that 
betting on NFL games, or 
on any element of a game, 
puts at risk the integrity of 
the game, damages pub¬ 
lic confidence in the NFL, 
and is forbidden under all 
circumstances," Commis¬ 
sioner Roger Goodell said 
in a statement. "If you work 
in the NFL in any capacity, 
you may not bet on NFL 
football." 

The league announced the 
suspension Friday. Shaw 
was banned for at least the 
rest of this season and the 
entire 2020 season. He can 
petition for reinstatement 
on Feb. 15, 2021. 

According to the NFL, a 
league investigation found 
no evidence that Shaw 
used inside information or 


compromised any games. 
Shaw hasn't been in uni¬ 
form since he suffered a 
shoulder injury in the pre¬ 
season opener. 

The league also said it 
found no evidence that 
teammates, coaches or 
other players were aware 
of Shaw betting on games. 
The Cardinals didn't com¬ 
ment on the suspension, 
referring to the NFL's state¬ 
ment. 

The NFL did not say where 
Shaw placed his bets. 
Sports betting is now legal 
in 13 states after a Supreme 
Court decision in 2018 struck 
down the federal law that 
had limited full-scale legal 
sports betting to Nevada. 
The NFL has long been op¬ 
posed to the expansion of 
legal gambling but since 
the decision has softened 
its stance and entered into 
limited partnerships with 
sportsbook operators. 

The league also approved 
the Oakland Raiders' move 
to the gambling mecca of 


Las Vegas, where the fran¬ 
chise will play starting in 
2020. 

Suspensions of NFL play¬ 
ers for betting are rare. The 
highest-profile case was in 
1963 when Paul Hornung of 
the Green Bay Packers and 
Alex Karras of the Detroit 
Lions were banned for the 
entire season. Both were re¬ 


instated the following sea¬ 
son and Hornung went on 
to make the Hall of Fame. 

In the most recent case, 
Baltimore Colts quarter¬ 
back Art Schlichter was sus¬ 
pended in 1983 for betting 
on NFL games and other 
sporting events. He, too, 
was reinstated the follow¬ 
ing year. □ 
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Brooklyn Nets guard Spencer Dinwiddie (8) drives to the basket 
past Boston Celtics guard Jaylen Brown (7) during the first half 
of an NBA basketball game Friday, Nov. 29, 2019, in New York. 




Dinwiddie has 32, Nets beat 
Celtics as Irving sits again 


By BRIAN MAHONEY 
NEW YORK (AP) — Kyrie Ir¬ 
ving is getting closer to a re¬ 
turn, and at some point he 
will face his former team. 
When he does, the Brook¬ 
lyn Nets can only hope he 
plays as well as Spencer 
Dinwiddie. 

Dinwiddie had 32 points 
and 11 assists while Irving 
remained sidelined, and 
the Nets beat the Boston 
Celtics 112-107 on Friday 
to split a home-and-home 
series. 

Irving missed his eighth 
straight game with a right 
shoulder injury but was at 
the arena to get an evalu¬ 
ation and watch from the 
bench along with Kevin 
Durant. Coach Kenny At¬ 
kinson said afterward that 
the All-Star point guard 
has started work on the 
court and would miss one 
more game before poten¬ 
tially being ready to rejoin 
a team that has done well 
in his absence thanks to 
Dinwiddie's strong perfor¬ 
mances. 

“When Kyrie comes back 
I think that’s just going to 


give us a team with more 
depth, a more powerful 
team. But listen, he’s play¬ 
ing as good as anybody 
in the NBA right now in my 
humble opinion,” Atkinson 
said of Dinwiddie. 

The Eastern Conference 
player of the week last 
week matched his highest 
assist total of the season 
and was two shy of his best 
scoring performance of the 
season. 

“The role’s completely dif¬ 
ferent so obviously there’s a 
change there,” Dinwiddie 
said. “My approach to the 
game is very similar either 
way, so whatever the team 
needs to win and then the 
role kind of dictates what 
that is." 

Jarrett Allen added 14 
points and 11 rebounds for 
the Nets, who bounced 
back from their 121-110 loss 
in Boston on Wednesday to 
win for the fifth time in six 
games. 

Jayson Tatum had 26 points 
and nine rebounds for the 
Celtics, who had won two 
straight. Kemba Walker fin¬ 
ished with 17 points and six 


assists, but the Nets han¬ 
dled Irving’s replacement 
much better this time after 
he scored a season-high 39 
points Wednesday. 

Boston coach Brad Stevens 
talked about the impor¬ 
tance of a strong start with 
the early tip, but the Celt¬ 
ics couldn't deliver it. They 
were called for a double 
dribble and a 3-second vi¬ 
olation during a six-turnover 
first quarter, when the Nets 
opened a 14-point lead. 
Boston was much sharper 
in the second, with Tatum 
making four 3-pointers, in¬ 
cluding one that cut it to 
58-55 at halftime. 

The Nets extended it back 
to 14 in the third when 
Dinwiddie hit his second 
straight 3-pointer, but Bos¬ 
ton got it back down to 87- 
81 by the end of the peri¬ 
od. Again, Brooklyn pushed 
it back to double digits in 
the fourth and held on af¬ 
ter Boston cut it to four in 
the final minute. “It was too 
late,” Celtics guard Marcus 
Smart said. “We tried to turn 
it on too late and it burned 
us in the end. "□ 


Stats maven Seymour 
Siwoff dead at 99 


By RONALD BLUM 
AP Baseball Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Seymour 
Siwoff, the statistics maven 
who turned the Elias Sports 
Bureau into the place to 
go for exact information 
on teams and athletes for 
more than a half-century, 
died Friday. He was 99. 

In keeping with Siwoff's pen¬ 
chant for detail, he died at 
his home in Manhattan at 
12:57 p.m. EST, according 
to grandson Joe Gilston, 
who took control of the 
company in March when 
100 percent of Elias’ stock 
was bought by The Joseph 
Gilston Trust. Siwoff still went 
to the office regularly until 
a few months ago, Gilston 
said. Elias was started in 
1913 by brothers Al Munro 
Elias and Walter Bruce Elias 


and became official statis¬ 
tician of baseball's National 
League in 1919. Siwoff, born 
on Nov. 1, 1920, started as 
an accountant in 1938 and 
purchased the company in 
1952 from the brothers' wid¬ 
ows. 

The company eventually 
consolidated its baseball 
work around 1980 when 
it replaced the Sports In¬ 
formation Center as the 
American League's official 
statistician and fro, 1981 
until the 2006 it compiled 
statistics that were used to 
determine baseball's tree- 
agent compensation lev¬ 
els. 

Even before the start of 
the computer age, Siwoff 
pioneered details split sta¬ 
tistics, such as batting right- 
and left-handed, in day 


games and night games, 
at home and on the road, 
and with runners in scoring 
position. It was a forerunner 
to the 21 st century transfor¬ 
mation on baseball in an 
analytic era when com¬ 
puter programs help teams 
determine which players 
to start, when to replace 
them and where to position 
them on the field. 

In addition to Major League 
Baseball, Elias provides sta¬ 
tistical support to the NFL, 
NBA, WNBA, Major League 
Soccer and many broad¬ 
cast networks. 

Siwoff is survived by son 
Ronald Siwoff and daugh¬ 
ter Nancy Gilston. 

Funeral services will be pri¬ 
vate, and a later public 
memorial is planned, his 
daughter saidO 
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Bills beat Cowboys 26-15 for 3rd straight victory 



New Orleans Saints strong safety Vonn Bell (24) celebrates with teammates after his interception 
against the Atlanta Falcons during the second half of an NFL football game, Thursday, Nov. 28, 
2019, in Atlanta. 

Associated Press 


By The Associated Press 
ARLINGTON, Texas (AP) 

— John Brown became 
the first Buffalo receiver to 
throw a touchdown pass 
and the Bills went on to 
beat the Dallas Cowboys 
26-15 on Thursday. 

Bills quarterback Josh Al¬ 
len ran for a touchdown 
and threw a scoring pass 
to Cole Beasley, who had 
110 yards receiving and a 
touchdown in his first game 
against his former team. 
The Bills (9-3) got their first 
Thanksgiving win since 1975 
in their first appearance on 
the holiday in 25 years. 

The Cowboys (6-6) stum¬ 
bled after scoring a touch¬ 
down on their opening 
drive, giving Philadelphia 
a chance to rejoin them 
atop the NFC East after 
their fourth double-digit loss 
in the past six Thanksgivings. 
A lackluster showing for Dal¬ 
las' sixth loss in nine games 
came four days after own¬ 
er Jerry Jones blasted the 
coaching staff following a 
loss to New England. 

Allen was 19 of 24 for 231 
yards and a career-best 
120.7 passer rating as the 
Bills won their third straight 


game and solidified their 
hold on an AFC wild-card 
spot. The second-year 
quarterback found the ball 
at the bottom of a pile after 
fumbling a snap on fourth- 
and-1, quickly reached the 
ball over the first down spot 
and then stumbled forward 
3 yards to the Dallas 28. 

On the next play. Brown 
took a pitch on a double 
reverse and lofted the ball 
to wide-open running back 
Devin Singletary for Buffa¬ 
lo's first lead at 13-7 in the 
second quarter. 

SAINTS 26, FALCONS 18 
ATLANTA (AP) — Taysom Hill 
blocked a punt to set up his 
3-yard touchdown catch, 
later scored on a 30-yard 
run and New Orleans beat 
Atlanta to clinch its third 
straight NFC South title. 

With Julio Jones inactive 
due to a shoulder injury, 
the Falcons had too little 
offense to keep pace with 
Drew Brees and the Saints. 
Atlanta recovered two 
onside kicks in the closing 
minutes, including one with 
1:54 remaining, to make 
things interesting. 

Matt Ryan was sacked 
by Cameron Jordan on a 


fourth-down play from the 
New Orleans 44 with 38 
seconds remaining. Ryan 
was sacked nine times, in¬ 
cluding four by Jordan. 

The Saints (10-2) atoned 
for their 26-9 home loss to 
the Falcons on Nov. 10. The 
Falcons (3-9) solidified their 
hold on last place in the 


division with their second 
straight home loss. 

The versatile Hill blocked 
Ryan Allen's punt to end At¬ 
lanta's first possession. The 
Saints took over at the Fal¬ 
cons 30, and four plays lat¬ 
er Hill scored his first touch¬ 
down on the short pass 
from Brees. Hill took a direct 


snap and ran 30 yards to 
give New Orleans a 17-6 
lead late in the first half. 
BEARS 24, LIONS 20 
DETROIT (AP) — Mitchell 
Trubisky threw a 3-yard 
touchdown pass to Da¬ 
vid Montgomery with 2:17 
left, lifting Chicago past 
DetroitO 



Atlanta Falcons head coach Dan Quinn speaks to an official 
during the first half of an NFL football game against the New 
Orleans Saints, Thursday, Nov. 28, 2019, in Atlanta. 

Associated Press 


Continued from Page 17 

A 26-18 loss Thursday to 
New Orleans put the Fal¬ 
cons, considered one of 
the NFC's more talented 
teams at the start of the 
season, alongside Cincin¬ 
nati and Detroit as the only 
NFC clubs out of playoff 
contention in November. 
Dimitroff has held his job 
since 2008, the year At¬ 
lanta drafted quarterback 
Matt Ryan No. 3 overall. 
There are some consider¬ 
able strikes against him. He 
has largely struggled build 
a consistently depend¬ 
able offensive line and 
has rarely had good luck 
with cornerbacks in the 
draft. A lucrative contract 
given three years ago to 
oft-injured Devonta Free¬ 
man, making him the NFL's 
highest paid running back 
at the time, is a drag on 
the salary cap. Only owner 
Arthur Blank knows what's 
next, but it seems improb¬ 
able that Quinn and Dimi¬ 
troff will be entrusted with 
another season. Blank like¬ 
ly doesn't want Ryan, who 


turns 35 next year, and star 
receiver Julio Jones, who 
will be 31, to get much old¬ 
er without hope of a new 
direction for the franchise. 
WHAT'S WORKING 
Ryan leads the NFL in com¬ 
pletions through the first 
three games of Week 13, 
but he's also first in sacks. 
Given enough time in the 
pocket, Ryan is still an elite 
passer. He's excellent at 
reading pre-snap align¬ 
ments and checking down 
to find the best receiv¬ 
ing option. The problem is 
Ryan plays behind a weak 
offensive line and is often 
under siege even in a shot¬ 
gun formation. 

WHAT NEEDS HELP 
The Falcons have struggled 
to create a pass rush ex¬ 
cept when they won con¬ 
secutive road games at 
New Orleans and Carolina. 
They reverted to form the 
last two weeks, recording 
no sacks against Tampa 
Bay and the Saints. Atlanta 
had one quarterback hit 
on Thursday. 

STOCK UP 


With Jones injured and 
unable to suit up, Calvin 
Ridley took over as the Fal¬ 
cons’ No. 1 receiver and 
finished with eight catches 
for 91 yards. Ridley made a 
couple of difficult, leaping 
grabs against tight cover¬ 
age. 

STOCK DOWN 

Rookie Kaleb McGary 
spent a long night in Cam¬ 
eron Jordan's turnstile, get¬ 
ting turned around too 
often by the Saints' stand¬ 
out pass rusher, who had 
four of New Orleans' nine 
sacks. McGary, a late 
first-round pick, has taken 
some lumps this year, but 
this might have been the 
toughest lesson yet. 
INJURIES 

Jones has a shoulder injury 
and missed his first game 
in three years. It's too early 
to know if he'll be back for 
next week's home game 
against Carolina. Right 
guard James Carpenter 
left the game with a con¬ 
cussion in the first half and 
likely will be out.KEY NUM¬ 
BER 


84 — Atlanta's point dif¬ 
ferential in first halves this 
season. The Falcons trailed 
the Saints 17-9 entering the 
third quarter and couldn't 
do enough to overcome 
another deficit. 

NEXT STEPS 

The final four games will 
provide opportunities for 
youngsters such as receiv¬ 
ers Russell Gage and Chris¬ 
tian Blake, running backs 
Kenjon Barner and Qadree 
Wilson and cornerback 


Kendall Sheffield. 

As for Quinn, he has no 
choice but to forge ahead 
as if all is normal. 

"It's always about playing 
our best to go win," he said 
in a conference call with 
reporters on Friday. "That's 
the first priority. That's the 
first consideration. But I've 
certainly learned a hell of 
a lot this year, more than 
any year, and we're going 
to continue to push and go 
for it like crazy 
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49ers vs Ravens showdown highlights Week 13 action 



San Francisco 49er$ defensive end Arik Armstead, center, is congratulated by defensive end Nick 
Bosa, left, after sacking Green Bay Packers quarterback Aaron Rodgers (12) during the first half of 
an NFL football game in Santa Clara, Calif., Sunday, Nov. 24, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By JOSH DUBOW 
AP Pro Football Writer 

Lamar Jackson vs. Nick 
Bosa. The NFL's most dy¬ 
namic offense against one 
of its stingiest defenses. A 
rematch of a Super Bowl 
played seven years ago 
and a possible preview of 
another. 

The game Sunday be¬ 
tween the San Francisco 
49ers (10-1) and the Balti¬ 
more Ravens (9-2) is one of 
the premier matchups of 
the entire season, even if it 
won't get the national tele¬ 
vision exposure it deserves. 
The game will be played in 
the early window after the 
league opted to flex the 
Oakland-Kansas City game 
into the doubleheader slot 
and kept the matchup be¬ 
tween New England and 
Houston in prime time. 

That takes no luster off a 
matchup between two 
of the league's dominant 
teams. 

"They look great," Ravens 
coach John Harbaugh 
said. 'They're killing peo¬ 
ple. They've got a great 
football team who you 
as coaches, we've gone 
to work on them already. 
We know what we're up 
against. We've got to get 
back, we've got to get rest¬ 
ed and we've got to get to 
work." 

This matchup is unprec¬ 
edented in many ways, 
the first time two teams will 
meet coming off wins of 
at least 28 points against 
teams with winning re¬ 
cords, according to the 
Elias Sports Bureau. 

The 49ers dealt a prime¬ 
time beatdown to the 
Green Bay Packers last Sun¬ 
day, forcing Aaron Rodg¬ 
ers into the least efficient 
game of his career in a 37-8 
victory. 

The Ravens answered the 
next night in Los Angeles 
by becoming the first team 
in 11 years to score touch¬ 
downs on its first six drives in 
a 45-6 romp over the Rams. 
It's also the first time since 
the merger that teams out- 
scoring opponents by at 
least 15 points per game 
met this late in the season. 
The Niners have done it in 
large part thanks to a dom¬ 
inant defense that has an 
NFL-high 44 sacks. A deep 


line led by Bosa is helping 
hold opponents to the few¬ 
est net yards passing per 
game (136.9) in 37 years. 
The Ravens are relying 
more on Jackson and the 
offense. Baltimore is aver¬ 
aging more than 40 points 
per game over the past 
five contests, with four 
of those games coming 
against teams with winning 
records. 

Jackson has been nearly 
unstoppable, averaging 
7.1 yards per carry, posting 
a 111.4 passer rating and 
accounting for 30 touch¬ 
downs in his first full season 
as a starter. 

The showdown between 
the 49ers and Ravens is 
one of six games this week 
featuring a pair of winning 
teams squaring off, includ¬ 
ing the Thanksgiving day 
game between Buffalo (8- 
3) and Dallas (6-5). 

On Sunday, Tennessee (6- 
5) travels to Indianapolis 
(6-5) in a matchup of AFC 
South teams fighting for 
the division title or a wild¬ 
card spot. New England 
(10-1) visits Houston (7-4) 
in a matchup of first-place 
teams, and Oakland (6-5) 
visits Kansas City (7-4) in an 
old-school AFC West battle 
with first place on the line. 
"This is great for NFL fans 
and football and we're ex¬ 
cited to have a meaning¬ 
ful game this time of year 
against the Chiefs," Raiders 


coach Jon Gruden said. 
The week ends with an 
intriguing Monday night 
matchup between two of 
the NFC's top teams when 
Minnesota (8-3) visits Seat¬ 
tle (9-2). 

Week 13 started with a 
Thanksgiving tripleheader, 
with all three visiting teams 
winning. New Orleans 
topped Atlanta 26-18 for 
its third straight NFC South 
title, Buffalo beat Dallas 26- 
15, and Chicago edged 
Detroit 24-20. 

NEW ENGLAND (10-1) at 
HOUSTON (7-4) 

The Texans have lost eight 
straight to the Patriots, but 
both games with Deshaun 
Watson at quarterback 
have been one-score con¬ 
tests. 

Watson will have his hands 
full with a Patriots pass de¬ 
fense that has shut down al¬ 
most every opponent. Cor- 
nerback Stephon Gilmore 
held Dallas’ Amari Cooper 
without a catch last week 
and likely will get the as¬ 
signment against DeAndre 
Hopkins, who's coming off 
a two-touchdown game. 
The questions in New Eng¬ 
land are about Tom Brady 
and the offense for a 
change. The Patriots have 
been held to 20 points 
or fewer in three straight 
games for the first time in 
eight years. It hasn't hap¬ 
pened four in a row since 
2002, the only year Brady 


failed to make the playoffs 
as a starter. 

MINNESOTA (8-3) at SEATTLE 
(9-2), Monday night 

The league's top two rated 
passers square off when 
Kirk Cousins (114.8) and the 
Vikings visit Russell Wilson 
(112.1) and the Seahawks. 
Both teams are in good 
position to make the play¬ 
offs but are hoping to do 
enough down the stretch 
to win their divisions rather 
than get in as wild cards. 
Minnesota is tied with Green 
Bay in the NFC North, while 
Seattle is a game back of 
San Francisco in the NFC 
West. 

OAKLAND (6-5) at KANSAS 
CITY (7-4) 

This game lost a little luster 
when the Raiders stumbled 
last week in a 34-3 loss at 
the Jets. But they can still 
rebound and move into a 
tie for first with a win at Ar¬ 
rowhead. 

The problem is Oakland 
has lost six straight in Kansas 
City, including all five with 
Derek Carr at quarterback. 
All of those games have 
come in December or Jan¬ 
uary when Carr typically 
struggles in colder weather. 
Gruden is at a loss for how 
to simulate those condi¬ 
tions in California. 

"I'm not a genius," he said. 
"I'm not Thomas Edison, I 
don't know how to do that. 
We're just trying to show 
pictures of people that are 


cold that deal with cold. I 
don't know. We're not go¬ 
ing to overanalyze it." 
TENNESSEE (6-5) at INDIA¬ 
NAPOLIS (6-5) 

The Titans have won four 
of five since switching from 
Marcus Mariota to Ryan 
Tannehill at quarterback 
and are in the thick of the 
playoff race. Tannehill 
is fourth in the league in 
passer rating (114.9) since 
becoming the starter and 
Tennessee is fourth in the 
league in scoring over that 
span at 29.4 points per 
game. 

The Colts have lost three of 
four since a promising start 
to the season. 

CLEVELAND (5-6) at PITTS¬ 
BURGH (6-5) 

The second game in three 
weeks between these AFC 
North rivals will be notable 
more for who's not playing 
than who is, even though 
both teams remain in the 
AFC wild-card race. 

The first meeting won by 
Cleveland was marred by 
a brawl at the end of the 
game that featured Cleve¬ 
land’s Myles Garrett ripping 
off Pittsburgh quarterback 
Mason Rudolph’s helmet 
and hitting him in the head 
with it. 

Garrett has been suspend¬ 
ed indefinitely, Pittsburgh 
center Maurkice Pouncey 
will serve the final game of 
his two-game suspension 
for kicking Garrett in re¬ 
taliation, and Rudolph has 
been benched for Devlin 
Hodges after throwing five 
interceptions the past two 
games. 

LOS ANGELES RAMS (6-5) at 
ARIZONA (3-7-1) 

This game features two 
quarterbacks picked No. 1 
overall going in very differ¬ 
ent directions. Los Angeles' 
Jared Goff, the top pick in 
2016, has regressed after 
throwing 60 touchdowns 
the past two years and 
leading the Rams to the 
Super Bowl last season. He 
has no TD passes and five 
interceptions in Novem¬ 
ber and his three straight 
games with no TD passes 
and at least one intercep¬ 
tion are tied for the longest 
streak in the NFL since Cur¬ 
tis Painter did it four games 
in a row for Indianapolis in 
2011.Q 
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to lowest in decade 
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Hall of Fame catcher Mike Piazza shows his jersey during his presentation as Italy's national base¬ 
ball team coach, at the Italian Olympic Committee headquarters in Rome, Friday, Nov. 29, 2019. 

Associated Press 

Mike Piazza taking cues from 
Tommy Lasorda for Italy's team 


By RONALD BLUM 

NEW YORK (AP) — The 

number of major leaguers 
allowed to use otherwise- 
banned drugs to treat At¬ 
tention Deficit Hyperactiv¬ 
ity Disorder dropped to the 
lowest level since the sport 
started issuing annual re¬ 
ports in 2008. 

The results come in a report 
issued Monday by Thomas 
Martin, the Independent 
Program Administrator for 
the drug program of Major 
League Baseball and the 
players' association. 

There were 91 therapeutic 
use exemptions for HDHD 
drugs in the year ending 
with the 2019 World Series. 
That was down from the 
previous lows, 101 last year, 
and 103 in 2017. Exemp¬ 
tions for hyperactivity disor¬ 
der had ranged from 1 OS- 
119 annually from 2008-16, 
prompting some to criticize 
their issuance as too le¬ 
nient. 

Drugs prescribed to treat 
HDHD often contain am¬ 
phetamine and methyl- 
phenidate, stimulants on 
baseball's banned list. 

The overwhelming thera¬ 
peutic exemptions in MLB 
are for ADHD. There were 
just three in the past year 
for other conditions, one 
each for hypersomnia, hy¬ 
pogonadism and kidney 
disease, 

MLB Deputy Commissioner 
Dan Halem has said the 
sport's experts maintain the 
condition is more frequent 
in young adult males than 
among the general popu¬ 
lation. 

Halem and the union did 
not immediately respond 
to requests for comment 
on the report. 

Total drug tests rose to 
11,619, including 9,332 
urine samples to detect 
performance-enhancing 
substances, stimulants and 


the drug DHEA (Dehydro- 
epiandrosterone), and 
2,287 blood samples used 
to detect Human Growth 
Hormone. That was up 
slightly from 11,526 tests in 
the year ending with the 
2018 World Series. 

MLB and the players' union 
are negotiating to add 
testing for opioids, talks 
that began after Los An¬ 
geles Angels pitcher Tyler 
Skaggs died July 1 at age 
27 in his hotel room in the 
Dallas area. The Tarrant 
County Medical Examiner's 
Office said Skaggs' death 
was caused when he 
choked on his vomit with 
a toxic mix of alcohol and 
the painkillers fentanyl and 
oxycodone in his body. 

In next year's report, the 
IPA is to disclose how many 
out-of-season tests took 
place during the previous 
five years. 

Eight players were sus¬ 
pended under the big 
league drug program in 
the past year, including 
seven who received 80- 
game bans following posi¬ 
tive tests for performance¬ 
enhancing drugs: Boston 
pitcher Steven Wright, 
Kansas City pitcher Eric 
Skoglund, Houston pitcher 
Francis Martes, San Fran¬ 
cisco pitcher Logan Webb, 
free agent catcher Mike 
Marjama, Oakland pitcher 
Frankie Montas and Seattle 
infielder Tim Beckham. 
Minnesota pitcher Michael 
Pineda was suspended for 
60 games in September for 
taking a banned diuretic. 
Forty-six players have been 
suspended this year under 
the minor league drug pro¬ 
gram, which includes bans 
for drugs of abuse such as 
marijuana or cocaine fol¬ 
lowing a second positive 
test. Opioids also are in that 
category under the minor 
league program.□ 


By ANDREW DAMPF 
AP Sports Writer 
ROME (AP) — When Mike 
Piazza was hired to man¬ 
age Italy's national base¬ 
ball team, one of the first 
people he shared the news 
with was Tommy Lasorda. 
Now 92, the former Los An¬ 
geles Dodgers manager 
had persuaded Piazza to 
switch from first base to 
catcher at the start of what 
would be a Hall of Fame 
career. 

"His style may be a little 
dated for lack of a better 
term, but he was very in¬ 
spiring and the way he ran 
the team was he inspired 
you to achieve more than 
you thought you were ca¬ 
pable of achieving," Piazza 
said of his mentor, a fellow 
Italian-American. "So that's 
the one thing I want to 
bring in." 

The 51-year-old Piazza, 
who was born in Norris¬ 
town, Pennsylvania, holds 
dual American and Italian 
citizenship. While the con¬ 
tract for Piazza’s first man¬ 
aging job expires at the 
end of next year. Piazza is 
expected to remain with 
Italy at least through the 
2021 World Baseball Clas¬ 
sic. 

A 12-time All-Star, Piazza 
played for Italy at the 2006 
Classic and was the Az- 
zurri's hitting coach at the 


2009 and 2013 WBCs. 

He replaces Gilberto Gera- 
li, who resigned when Italy 
failed to qualify for next 
year's Tokyo Olympics. 

"It's a very important day 
for our federation," Italian 
baseball federation presi¬ 
dent Andrea Marcon said 
Friday at Piazza's presen¬ 
tation. "We're welcoming 
Mike back into our family. 
He's got a lot of responsibil¬ 
ity. Our movement needs 
to bounce back after the 
Olympic tournament." 
Piazza, speaking below a 
giant mural of Fascist dic¬ 
tator Benito Mussolini at 
the Italian Olympic Com¬ 
mittee's headquarters, ac¬ 
knowledged "we have a 
lot of work to do." 

"We need to re-establish 
our place as one of the 
elite programs in Europe," 
Piazza added, alternating 
between Italian and Eng¬ 
lish. 

"I'm not going to show up 
just to look good in the uni¬ 
form and eat well and drink 
some coffee. I'm here to 
play and to have the team 
prepared to play and to 
manage the team in the 
style that I played — be ag¬ 
gressive, take chances and 
do the little things right." 
Piazza's one demand be¬ 
fore taking the job was to 
have control over Italy's en¬ 
tire system, from the youth 


teams on up. 

"I want everyone to be on 
the same program. I don't 
want a lot of scattered phi¬ 
losophies," he said. "I want 
a single philosophy that will 
permeate throughout the 
Italian baseball program. 
"I'm looking forward to 
working with the kids and 
hopefully growing the 
game. Because that's ulti¬ 
mately our goal. We want 
to win but we also want 
to get more players to the 
major leagues," he said. 

The core players of Italy’s 
team are infielders Alessan¬ 
dro Vaglio and Alex Liddi 
along with pitcher Alessan¬ 
dro Maestri. 

Then there's a bunch of Ital¬ 
ian Americans who have 
played for the team in the 
WBC, such as Anthony Riz¬ 
zo, Brandon Nimmo, Drew 
Butera and Chris Colabello. 
Possible additions for the 
2021 tournament include 
Baltimore first baseman 
Trey Mancini, Tampa Bay 
catcher Mike Zunino and 
Arizona utility man Tim Lo- 
c astro. 

Piazza has lived in Italy 
for several years, having 
settled in Parma after buy¬ 
ing third-division soccer 
club Reggiana in 2016. 
Reggiana dropped out of 
Serie C after the 2017-18 
season and was declared 
bankruptO 
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Medicare drug plan finder can steer seniors to higher costs 



President Trump’s administration’s new and highly touted online tool for seniors to find Medicare 
prescription drug plans is displayed in the office of Ann Kayrish, Medicare expert for the National 
Council on Aging (NCOA), in Arlington, Va., Thursday, Nov. 21, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By RICARDO ALONSO- 
ZALDIVAR 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Medi¬ 
care’s revamped prescrip¬ 
tion plan finder can steer 
unwitting seniors to cover¬ 
age that costs much more 
than they need to pay, 
according to people who 
help with sign-ups as well as 
program experts. 

Serving some 60 million 
Medicare recipients, the 
plan finder is the most com¬ 
monly used tool on Medi- 
care.gov and just got its first 
major update in a decade. 
The Trump administration 
has hailed the new version 
and Medicare Administra¬ 
tor Seema Verma says it 
will empower beneficiaries 
to take advantage of their 
coverage options. 

But as open enrollment 
goes into the home stretch 
Thanksgiving week, critics 
say the new tool can cre¬ 
ate confusion by obscuring 
out-of-pocket costs that se¬ 
niors should factor into their 
decisions. 

“I want to make sure peo¬ 
ple are given the most ac¬ 
curate information and 
they're making the best de¬ 
cision — because they are 
the ones stuck with it," said 
Ann Kayrish, senior program 
manager for Medicare at 
the National Council on 
Aging, a nonpartisan orga¬ 
nization that advocates for 
seniors and provides com¬ 
munity services. 
Government programs 
mixing health care and 
technology have faced 
struggles. Despite billions 
spent to subsidize elec¬ 
tronic medical records, 
getting different systems 
to communicate remains 
a challenge. The Obama 
administration’s launch of 
HealthCare.gov resulted in 
an embarrassing debacle 
when the website froze up 
the first day. 

The leading Democrat on 
the Senate Aging Com¬ 
mittee said he's hearing 
concerns from constituents 
and organizations that as¬ 
sist Medicare beneficia¬ 
ries. Pennsylvania Sen. 
Bob Casey said he will ask 
Medicare to grant seniors 
who’ve had problems a 
second chance to sign up, 
called a “special enroll¬ 
ment period.” 


“It's obviously an effort that 
needs a lot more work to 
meet the legitimate ex¬ 
pectations of seniors," said 
Casey. “Especially when 
you launch something new, 
(it) can go awry. People 
steered in the wrong direc¬ 
tion should get a measure 
of fairness.” 

The Medicare plan finder’s 
issue stems from a signifi¬ 
cant change the agency 
made for 2020. 

The plan with the lowest 
premium now gets auto¬ 
matically placed on top, 
with the monthly premium 
displayed in large font. 
Medicare's previous plan 
finder automatically sorted 
plans by total cost, not just 
premiums. 

But premiums are only one 
piece of information. 

When out-of-pocket ex¬ 
penses such as copays are 
factored in, the plan with 
the lowest total annual 
cost is often not the first one 
shown by the plan finder. 

It takes extra work for a 
Medicare enrollee to dis¬ 
cover that. 

“If they pick the plan based 
solely on the premium they 
are likely getting a plan 


that could cost them thou¬ 
sands more in a calendar 
year,” said Christina Reeg 
of the Ohio Department 
of Insurance. She heads a 
program that helps Medi¬ 
care enrollees try to find 
the right plan. 

In a statement, Medicare 
said the monthly premium 
is a cost that consumers 
understand and will always 
be an important decision 
factor. 

But the agency also said 
total cost paid out-of-pock- 
et is at least equally, if not 
more important, particu¬ 
larly for people who take 
prescription drugs — as do 
most seniors. Medicare said 
it’s testing ways to encour¬ 
age consumers to look at 
total costs, such as a pop¬ 
up. 

The agency said it chose to 
prominently display premi¬ 
ums because user testing 
showed that's what con¬ 
sumers are familiar with. 
The total annual cost is in¬ 
cluded, but in smaller font. 
That’s puzzling to Kayr¬ 
ish. The lowest premium 
“doesn’t necessarily trans¬ 
late to lowest cost over the 
year,” she explained. 


Consumers using the plan 
finder first enter their medi¬ 
cations and dosages. To 
get it to find plans by lowest 
total annual cost, they must 
take a few more steps, said 
Kayrish. 

After the screen displays ini¬ 
tial search results, consum¬ 
ers should look for the drop¬ 
down menu on the right of 
the screen. Next, she said, 
select the feature that lets 
you re-sort plans by “lowest 
drug + premium cost.” 

A reporter's sample search 
on a list of six medica¬ 
tions for high blood pres¬ 
sure, high cholesterol and 
diabetes returned 29 plans 
in the Washington, D.C., 
area, topped by a lowest- 
premium option for $13.20 
a month. 

But after re-sorting for the 
lowest total cost, the best 
deal was a plan with a 
monthly premium of $25.80. 
When out-of-pocket ex¬ 
penses were factored in, 
the second plan cost about 
$5,800 less a year than the 
initial lowest-premium op¬ 
tion the plan finder dis¬ 
played. 

Costs can vary so much 
because plans have differ¬ 


ent coverage designs and 
they don't pay the same 
prices to drugmakers. 

And Kayrish said there’s an¬ 
other issue: The new plan 
finder can return options 
that don't coverall of a pa¬ 
tient’s medications. 

If a low-premium plan has 
very high out-of-pocket 
costs, it’s a clue that some 
of your drugs may not be 
covered. Check plan de¬ 
tails. 

Some academic experts 
compared the old and new 
versions of the Medicare 
plan finder and confirmed 
the problems flagged by 
hands-on users. 

Their review also found im¬ 
provements. Among them: 

— Consumers can enter 
their Medicare number 
and the new plan finder 
automatically fills in all the 
medications the program 
paid for. (Consumer advo¬ 
cates recommend double¬ 
checking this list.) 

— The new tool can be 
used more easily on mobile 
devices and tablets. 

— The revamped plan 
finder allows consumers 
to compare across Part D 
drug plans and Medicare 
Advantage medical plans. 
“The new plan finder is in 
many ways improved, but 
it did take a meaningful 
step backward by not do¬ 
ing more to highlight its 
most useful output— the 
total cost estimate," said 
Brian McGarry, an assistant 
professor at the University 
of Rochester in New York. 
He’s the lead author of a 
recent online article about 
the plan finder for Health 
Affairs. 

Seniors have until Dec. 7 
to pick or switch “Part D” 
prescription drug plans 
or, if they're seeking com¬ 
prehensive medical care 
through a private insurer, 
a Medicare Advantage 
plan. Coverage takes ef¬ 
fect Jan. lO_ 
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Black Friday kicks off scramble in a shorter shopping season 



People shop at Macy's department store during Black Friday shopping, Friday Nov. 29, 2019, in 
New York. 

Associated Press 


By ANNE D'INNOCENZIO 
AP Retail Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Black 
Friday enthusiasts woke up 
before dawn and traveled 
cross-state to their favor¬ 
ite malls in search of hot 
deals, kicking off a short¬ 
ened shopping season that 
intensified the scramble 
between Thanksgiving and 
Christmas. 

But at some malls, shoppers 
were surprised at the rela¬ 
tively light crowds, which 
pointed to the ever-grow¬ 
ing popularity of online 
shopping. This year, many 
people also got a head 
start on gift hunting, lured 
by early holiday deals from 
retailers trying to compen¬ 
sate for the shorter season. 
The shopping season is 
the shortest since 2013 be¬ 
cause Thanksgiving fell on 
the last Thursday in Novem¬ 
ber — the latest possible 
date it could be. 

Shoppers up since the 
wee hours slept in chairs at 
Nashville's Opry Mills mall, 
known for its outlet stores. 
Outside, deal-seekers were 
still fighting for parking spots 
by midmorning. 

Haley Wright left Alabama 
at 4 a.m. to arrive at the 
Tennessee mall by 7 a.m. 
She makes the annual trip 
because she says the stores 
offer better deals and a 
more fun environment than 
the shops back home. 

"I let my husband do the 
online shopping; I do Black 
Friday," she said. 

Adobe Analytics predicts 
a loss of $1 billion in online 
revenue from a shortened 
season. Still, it expects on¬ 
line sales will reach $143.7 
billion, up 14.1% from last 
year's holiday season. 

The National Retail Fed¬ 
eration, the nation's largest 


retail trade group, baked 
the shorter season into its 
forecast, but it says the real 
drivers will be the job mar¬ 
ket. It forecasts that holiday 
sales will rise between 3.8% 
and 4.2%, an increase from 
the disappointing 2.1% 
growth in the November 
and December 2018 pe¬ 
riod that came well short of 
the group's prediction. 

Last year's holiday sales 
were hurt by turmoil over 
the White House trade 
policy with China and a 
delay of nearly a month in 
data collection because of 
a government shutdown. 
This year's holiday forecast 
is above the average holi¬ 
day sales growth of 3.7% 
over the previous five years. 
NRF expects online and 
other non-store sales, which 
are included in the total, to 
increase between 11% and 
14% for the holiday period. 
Adobe Analytics said 
Thanksgiving Day hit new 
records for online shop¬ 
ping. Consumers spent $4.2 
billion on Thanksgiving, a 


14.5% increase from the 
holiday a year ago. Black 
Friday was on track to hit 
$7.4 billion. 

"This has been a really 
good start," said Rod Sides, 
vice chairman and leader 
of U.S. retail and distribution 
practice at Deloitte LLP. 
With discounts coming ear¬ 
lier this year. Marshal Co¬ 
hen, chief industry analyst 
at market research firm 
NPD Group Inc., believes 
the biggest sales day of the 
year will be a toss-up be¬ 
tween Black Friday and the 
last Saturday before Christ¬ 
mas. 

As online sales surges, some 
retailers including Costco, 
com and H&M grappled 
with brief outages, accord¬ 
ing to technology compa¬ 
ny Catchpoint. 

Target reported Friday that 
1 million more custom¬ 
ers used its app to shop 
Black Friday deals com¬ 
pared with last year. The 
discounter said customers 
bought big ticket items like 
TVs, Apple iPads and Apple 


Watches. 

In Europe, though, Black 
Friday drew a backlash 
from activists, politicians 
and even consumers who 
criticized the U.S. shopping 
phenomenon as capitalism 
run amok. Climate dem¬ 
onstrators blocked a shop¬ 
ping mall near Paris and 
gathered in front of Ama¬ 
zon's headquarters. Work¬ 
ers at Amazon in Germany 
went on strike for better 
pay. Some French lawmak¬ 
ers called for banning Black 
Friday altogether. 

Attention in the U.S. shifted 
Friday to malls, where traf¬ 
fic has been on decline 
with the increasing popu¬ 
larity of online shopping. 
Two Bath & Body Works 
saleswomen wearing rein¬ 
deer antler headbands 
shouted about promotions 
at the trickle of shoppers 
walking through Newport 
Center in Jersey, City, New 
Jersey. 

"It looks empty for Black Fri¬ 
day," said Latoya Robinson, 
a student who lives in New 


York and planned to stop 
by Forever 21 and Macy's 
to shop for herself. 

In Kansas, Kassi Adams and 
her husband drove 50 miles 
(80 kilometers) to Town 
East Mall in Wichita, even 
though the couple were 
nearly done with their holi¬ 
day shopping. They were 
surprised to see how few 
were people at the mall, 
and even boasted about 
getting a choice parking 
spot. 

"There is really not much of 
a crowd to fight," she said. 
Jill Renslow, senior Vice 
President at Bloomington, 
Minnesota-based Mall of 
America, reported that traf¬ 
fic on Black Friday should 
exceed the 240,000 count 
from a year ago. She said 
many people are coming 
the country's biggest mall 
for the deals of up to 50% 
off but also to check out 
new stores. 

More than half of consum¬ 
ers started their holiday 
shopping early this year, 
and nearly a quarter of 
purchases have already 
been made, according to 
the annual survey released 
by the NRF and Prosper In¬ 
sights & Analytics. 

Besides the rise of online 
shopping, deals starting 
before Halloween were 
part of the reason for thin¬ 
ner crowds, said Charles 
O'Shea, a retail analyst at 
Moody’s. 

Theodora Hatcher said 
she started holiday shop¬ 
ping two weeks ago, lured 
by online deals. Still, she 
arrived at Macy's Herald 
Square in Manhattan with 
her son at 6. a.m. on Friday. 
As for the shortened calen¬ 
dar, she prefers it. 

"It adds pressure," she 
said.Q 


Eurozone unemployment's falls to lowest rate since July 2008 


LONDON (AP) —Unemploy¬ 
ment across the 19-coun- 
try eurozone has fallen to 
its lowest rate since July 
2008 even though growth 
is cooling in the face of 
headwinds like the U.S.- 
China trade war and un¬ 
certainty related to Britain's 
departure from the Europe¬ 
an Union. 

The European Union's sta¬ 


tistics agency, Eurostat, 
said Friday that the job¬ 
less rate across the single 
currency bloc declined in 
October to 7.5% from 7.6% 
the previous month. Over 
the month, the number of 
people out of work fell by 
31,000 to 12.33 million.Un¬ 
employment has been fall¬ 
ing steadily in the eurozone 
for the past few years as 


the region recovered from 
a financial crisis and fears 
over Greece's future in the 
euro abated. 

Disparities between coun¬ 
tries remain, though they 
are not as huge as they 
were in the midst of the re¬ 
gion’s debt crisis. While un¬ 
employment has remained 
super-low in Germany, at 
3.1%, it has fallen sharply 


over the past few years in 
Spain and Greece. Both 
had been struggling under 
jobless rates of over 25% at 
one point. Now, their un¬ 
employment rates stand at 
14.2% and 16.7%, respec¬ 
tively. Policymakers at the 
European Central Bank 
had been hoping that the 
sustained falls in unemploy¬ 
ment would bolster wages. 


giving inflation a lift. That 
hasn't happened as ex¬ 
pected and inflation has 
been stubbornly below the 
ECB's goal of just below 2% 
for large periods over the 
past few years. 

As a result, the bank has 
had to enact a series of 
monetary stimulus mea¬ 
sures, including slashing its 
main interest rate to zero.Q 
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and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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This July 31, 2012, file photo shows a mammogram, a test to 
detect cancer. 

Associated Press 


MRIs of dense breasts 
find more cancer 
but also false alarms 


By MARILYNN MARCHIONE 

Giving women with very 
dense breasts an MRI scan 
in addition to a mammo¬ 
gram led to fewer missed 
cancers but also to a lot 
of false alarms and treat¬ 
ments that might not have 
been needed, a large 
study found. 

The results give a clearer 
picture of the tradeoffs in¬ 
volved in such testing, but 
they can't answer the big¬ 
gest question — whether it 
saves lives. 

For women with dense 
breasts trying to decide on 
screening, "the dilemma 
remains," Dr. Dan Longo of 
the New England Journal 
of Medicine wrote in an 
editorial published with the 
study on Wednesday. 
About half of women over 
40 have dense breasts and 
about 10% have very dense 
ones. That raises their risk of 
developing cancer and 
makes it harder to spot on 
mammograms if they do. 
U.S. regulators are making 
rules to require that women 
get breast density informa¬ 
tion when they have mam¬ 
mograms, and many plac¬ 
es provide it now. But what 
to do if you have dense 
breasts is unclear — it's not 
known if more or different 
types of screening such as 
MRIs or ultrasounds help. 
The study involved more 
than 40,000 Dutch women 
ages 50 to 75 with very 
dense breasts who had 
normal results from a mam¬ 
mogram, a screening X-ray 


offered every two years 
in the Netherlands. About 
8,000 of them also were of¬ 
fered an MRI scan, which 
uses powerful magnets to 
create detailed images, 
and 4,783 women agreed. 
Researchers then tracked 
how many breast cancers 
were detected in each 
group within two years. 
Finding more of these "in¬ 
terval cancers" implies that 
the initial screening may 
have missed them. 

The rate of these cancers 
after two years was twice 
as high in the group that 
was only offered mam¬ 
mograms. This suggests 
that adding MRIs to initial 
screening did catch more 
cancers, but they also 
gave a lot of false alarms— 
about 80 per 1,000 scans.Q 
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Oranjestad: 
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Tel. 583 5400 

Centre for Diabetes 
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Shell shock: Giant invasive mussels eradicated from U.S. ponds 



In this Nov. 21, 2019 photo, wildlife officials hold dead Chinese pond mussels that were found in a 
network of ponds in Franklin Township, N.J. A colony of giant invasive Chinese mussels has been 
wiped out from the New Jersey pond. 

Associated Press 


By WAYNE PARRY 
Associated Press 
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP, N.J. 
(AP) — Most Americans 
know mussels as thumb¬ 
sized shellfish that occa¬ 
sionally adorn restaurant 
dinner plates. 

But a colony of mussels as 
big as the dinner plates 
themselves has recently 
been wiped out from a 
New Jersey pond, where 
they had threatened to 
spread to the nearby Del¬ 
aware River and wreak 
ecological havoc, as they 
already are doing in other 
parts of the world. 

Federal wildlife officials and 
a New Jersey conservation 
group say they're confident 
they have narrowly avoid¬ 
ed a serious environmental 
problem by eradicating 
Chinese pond mussels from 
a former fish farm in Hunter¬ 
don County. 

The mussels, in larvae form, 
hitched a ride to this coun¬ 
try inside the gills of Asian 
carp that were imported 
for the Huey Property in 
Franklin Township and 
quickly began reproduc¬ 
ing. Unlike the little mussels 
many Americans know, 
these ones can approach 
the size of footballs. 

Their size and appetite en¬ 
able them to out-compete 
native species for food and 
space. In many spots in Eu¬ 
rope, the Chinese mussels 
have taken over water¬ 
ways and pushed out not 
only native shellfish species, 
but also have altered river 
bottom conditions, harm¬ 
ing or chasing away some 
species of fish. 

"They can become a huge 
ecological nightmare," said 
Emile DeVito, manager of 


science for the New Jersey 
Conservation Foundation. 
His group bought the land 
from private owners in 2007 
and preserved it as open 
space. 

Three years later, the pres¬ 
ence of the Chinese mus¬ 
sels was discovered, caus¬ 
ing great alarm. The nine 
deep ponds are at the 
headwaters of the Wicke- 
cheoke Creek, which flows 
into the Delaware River. 
Had the mussels spread 
there, they could wipe out 
not only native shellfish, 
but also harm river bot¬ 
tom conditions upon which 
commercially and recre- 
ationally important fish de¬ 
pend, including shad and 
sturgeon. 


The infestation was the first 
in North America, accord¬ 
ing to the U.S. Fish & Wildlife 
Service, which partnered 
with the New Jersey group 
on a plan to eradicate 
them. 

First, the water levels were 
lowered in the ponds, killing 
the fish in them, which also 
included some invasive 
bighead carp, themselves 
a potentially serious envi¬ 
ronmental problem if they 
had escaped into nearby 
waterways. 

Then a copper-based al¬ 
gae killer that also kills mol- 
lusks was introduced to the 
muddy bottoms. Beth Fre- 
iday, of the wildlife service, 
said officials are confident 
all the mussels were killed. 


although DNA testing is 
planned for next spring or 
summer to verify that. 
Dozens of giant black shells 
from dead mussels were 
plucked from the mud, giv¬ 
ing officials a glimpse of 
just how large the invasive 
shellfish grow. 

They come from the Amur 
and Yangtze rivers in Chi¬ 
na, and in some places are 
used to cultivate pearls. 
They can live 12 to 14 years. 
Infestations have been 
found in the Czech Repub¬ 
lic, Italy, France, Austria, 
Belgium, Bulgaria, Ger¬ 
many, Hungary, Poland, 
Romania, Spain, Slovenia, 
Sweden and Ukraine. They 
also have turned up in Cos¬ 
ta Rica, the Dominican Re¬ 


public and the Philippines. 
Eradicating them from 
those places has proven 
much trickier because low¬ 
ering water levels is either 
impossible or impractical 
without killing virtually ev¬ 
erything in a river. Ditto for 
applying chemicals to kill 
the mussels, particularly in 
fast-flowing waterways. 
Several European scientists 
and researchers said they 
knew of no sustained efforts 
to eradicate the Chinese 
mussels from waterways 
there, saying the problem 
has already become too 
big to solve in some places. 
That is due mainly to their 
widespread distribution 
and the impracticality of 
treating an entire river with 
chemicals. 

"A lot of invasives are con¬ 
quering our freshwaters in 
Europe, and we sure aren't 
doing enough about it," 
said Friedrich Wulf, a re¬ 
searcher with the group Pro 
Natura-Friends of the Earth 
Switzerland. 

That's why wildlife officials in 
New Jersey were so happy 
to nip their own Chinese 
mussel problem in the bud 
while they still could. 

"Under certain conditions, 
this invasive species could 
have spread across the 
eastern U.S., with New Jer¬ 
sey at the epicenter," said 
Eric Schrading, the wildlife 
service's New Jersey field 
office supervisor. "Early de¬ 
tection and eradication of 
the Chinese pond mussel 
likely saved us a tremen¬ 
dous amount of resources 
and damage to our rivers 
and native mussel popula¬ 
tions. It's a significant suc¬ 
cess in invasive species 
management.'Q 


China says it has met its carbon reduction goal early 


BEIJING (AP) — China has reducing carbon emissions 
realized its 2020 target for ahead of schedule, the 



ecology and environment 
ministry reported Wednes¬ 
day. 

The ministry said China's 
C02 emissions per unit of 
GDP had fallen last year 
by 4% from a year earlier to 
stand at 45.8% less than in 
2005. 

Vice Minister Zhao Yingmin 
told reporters that com¬ 
pleted the target of C02 
reduction for 2020 ahead 
of schedule, while 14.3% 


of the energy China con¬ 
sumes now comes from 
non-fossil fuel sources. 
"These are hard-won results 
from the efforts of promot¬ 
ing a green and low car¬ 
bon economy," Zhao said. 
While becoming more effi¬ 
cient, China saw its annual 
carbon emissions nearly tri¬ 
ple between 2000 and 2018 
as the economy grew at 
a rapid pace. It has been 
the world's biggest emitter 


since 2005, when it passed 
the U.S. 

Yet China is also the lead¬ 
ing market for solar panels, 
wind turbines and electric 
vehicles, and the biggest 
manufacturer of solar cells. 
"We are still faced with 
challenges of developing 
our economy, improving 
people’s livelihood, reduc¬ 
ing poverty and cleaning 
up our environment," Zhao 
saidO 












PEOPLE & ARTS I*?® 


SATURDAY 30 NOVEMBER 2019 


Party like a spy: Spookstock is intel world's hush-hush bash 



In this image provided by Mark Kelton, Lenny Kravitz, the head¬ 
liner at this years Spookstock concert poses with Army Gen. 
Tony Thomas, former commander of U.S. Special Operations 
Command, at the annual Spookstock event. 

Associated Press 


By ASHRAF KHALIL 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — 

Sometime earlier this year, 
one of the most elite social 
events in Washington took 
place, but without any fan¬ 
fare or news coverage. 

It drew about 1,800 attend¬ 
ees and Grammy-winning 
rocker Lenny Kravitz per¬ 
formed. Yet there were no 
written invitations, and the 
actual date and location 
were carefully guarded se¬ 
crets. 

The annual charitable 
event is mischievously 
known as Spookstock. 
While many Washington 
insiders, let alone the pub¬ 
lic, haven't heard of it, the 
gala has become a cen¬ 
terpiece for the capital re¬ 
gion’s tightknit intelligence 
and military special opera¬ 
tions communities. 

"I've done my share of for¬ 
mal events and black dress 
nights. This is a lot more fun," 
said retired Maj. Gen. Clay 
Hutmacher, the former di¬ 
rector of operations for U.S. 
Special Operations Com¬ 
mand. "It's very casual. If 
you want to show up in a 
Def Leppard T-shirt, that's 
fine." 

Now in its seventh year, 
Spookstock has raised mil¬ 
lions for the CIA Officers 
Memorial Foundation and 
the Special Operations 


Warrior Foundation, which 
look after the families of 
CIA officers and special 
operations forces killed in 
the field. Last year, after 
expenses, each charity 
received about $400,000, 
according to Spookstock 
board member Mark Kel¬ 
ton. 

The event is essentially fu¬ 
eled by defense contrac¬ 
tors and mainstays of the 
military-industrial complex 
that pay big money for a 
table or a balcony box. 
Kelton, a retired CIA offi¬ 
cer, would only say those 
corporate boxes are "not 
cheap." Other government 
employees or members of 
military who secure an in¬ 
vitation pay a much lower, 
but still undisclosed, rate. 
The invitation list and event 
details are closely guarded 
by Kelton and the four- 
member board. Given the 
clandestine nature of some 
of the participants’ work 
life, news coverage and 
social media postings are 
avoided. The only real on¬ 
line traces are a smattering 
of articles, some briefs in 
intelligence-focused news¬ 
letters and a few unauthor¬ 
ized YouTube videos. 

A visit to the Spookstock 
website reveals a parody 
of the original Woodstock 
logo, a password box and 
nothing else. Spookstocks 


have been held at a ware¬ 
house in Springfield, Virgin¬ 
ia, and a farm in Loudoun 
County, Virginia. Previous 
attendees have included 
actors Robert DeNiro and 
Harvey Keitel. Kelton says 
he's constantly fending 
off invitation requests and 
adds somewhat proudly 
that he has never extend¬ 
ed an invitation to an ac¬ 
tive politician. 

The guests of honor are 
a few dozen young ben¬ 
eficiaries — college seniors 
or recent graduates who 
have had their entire uni¬ 
versity education paid for 
by one of the foundations. 
Last year, 30 beneficiaries 
were flown in, Kelton said, 
with a major airline donat¬ 
ing the tickets. 

While the CIA founda¬ 
tion focuses exclusively on 
funding higher education, 
the special operations fund 
helps cover preschool, tu¬ 
toring, SAT prep and col¬ 
lege visits in addition to a 
full scholarship. 

"We call it cradle to career," 
said Hutmacher, the head 
of the foundation, who esti¬ 
mates that the fund spends 
an average of $250,000 per 
child. The standard military 
death benefit for a soldier 
killed on duty is a lump-sum 
payment of $100,000. 
Kelton said that losing a 
parent amid "murky cir¬ 


cumstances" can produce 
a specific sort of trauma 
among the children. 

"You're always wondering 
how it happened and you 
can never know," he said. 
"These are closed worlds." 
Kelton said the only net¬ 
working that's allowed is 
among the young benefi¬ 
ciaries. The weekend serves 
as an informal job fair for 
the new graduates if they 
want to pursue a career in 
defense or intelligence. 
Beyond the financial help, 
Kelton said a large element 
of the event is having ben¬ 
eficiaries meet each other 


and forge bonds. 

"The most important part 
is to get them all together, 
because most of these kids 
have gone through this or¬ 
deal on their own," he said. 
"It's a revelation to them 
to meet others who went 
through what they experi¬ 
enced." 

The event has grown into 
a weekend of activities. In 
addition to tours of Wash¬ 
ington and CIA headquar¬ 
ters for the young benefi¬ 
ciaries, corporate sponsors 
can pay extra for a day of 
pseudo special-operations 
trainingO 


Gabrielle Union speaks out amid reports she's off NBC show 



This image released by NBC shows celebrity judges, from left, 
Howie Mandel, Gabrielle Union, Julianne Hough, Simon Cowell 
on the set of "America's Got Talent," in Los Angeles. 

Associated Press 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — Gabri¬ 
elle Union thanked support¬ 
ers for defending her amid 
reports she was fired from 
"America’s Got Talent" after 
complaining about racism 
and other alleged on-set 
issues. 

"Just when you feel lost, 
adrift, alone... you got me 
up off the ground. Humbled 
and thankful, forever," the 
actress tweeted Wednes¬ 
day night. She didn't direct¬ 
ly address her status with 
NBC's talent show, and her 
representatives did not re¬ 
spond to requests for com¬ 
ment Friday or previously. 
According to reports. Union 
and Julianne Hough have 
been dropped as "Ameri¬ 
ca's Got Talent" judges af¬ 
ter a single season. 

Union, who is African Amer¬ 


ican, reportedly sought 
network action to address 
a workplace environment 
that allegedly allowed rac¬ 
ist jokes and comments and 
other troubling behavior, 
including judge-producer 
Simon Cowell's smoking in¬ 
doors in violation of state 
law. 

Union's husband, former 
NBA player Dwyane Wade, 
also weighed in Wednes¬ 
day on Twitter, saying he'd 
yet to hear a good reason 
why his wife was being 
fired. 

In a statement, NBC and 
series producer Fremantle 
defended what they called 
the show's "long history of 
inclusivity and diversity." 
"The judging and host line¬ 
up has been regularly re¬ 
freshed over the years and 


that is one of the reasons 
for AGT's enduring popular¬ 
ity. NBC and the producers 
take any issues on set seri¬ 
ously," the companies said. 
The judging panel has 


changed since the show's 
2006 debut, but most judg¬ 
es’ tenures have lasted 
at least several years, in¬ 
cluding that of Sharon Os¬ 
bourne, Mel B and Howard 


Stern. 

Among the celebrities who 
have rallied publicly behind 
Union are "Grey's Anatomy" 
star Ellen Pompeo, Holly 
Robinson Peete and Patri¬ 
cia Arquette. 

"I'm just catching up on 
this. This is terrible," Arquette 
tweeted. "You should not 
be penalized for trying to 
have a workplace that 
honors the rule of law in the 
workplace." 

On Thursday, Union posted 
a family photo on Insta- 
gram to wish her followers 
a happy Thanksgiving and 
to salute "all the friends and 
family that have my back 
and all the friends and fam¬ 
ily I've never met who show 
love and support when ev¬ 
eryone is looking and when 
no one is looking.'Q 
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This image released by Universal Pictures shows Daniel Kaluuya 
as Slim, left, and Jodie Turner-Smith as Queen from the film 
"Queen & Slim," directed by Melina Matsoukas. 

Associated Press 
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Review: 'Queen & Slim' is 
romantic, urgent and beautiful 


By MARK KENNEDY 
AP Entertainment Writer 

Rarely has a Tinder date 
ended so poorly than the 
one shown in "Queen & 
Slim." Even more rarely has 
a bad Tinder date pro¬ 
duced such a great film. 
The remarkable "Queen & 
Slim" is a romance and a 
road movie, a film about 
outlaws on the run, two 
journeys of self-discovery 
and a nuanced social 
commentary. It's not per¬ 
fect but it's close — an ur¬ 
gent, beautiful and socially 
conscious trip through the 
American racial psyche in 
2019. 

" Queen & Slim " is the fea¬ 
ture-film directorial debut 
from Melina Matsoukas, 
who has directed episodes 
of HBO's "Insecure" and 
helmed Beyonce's Gram- 
my-winning video "For¬ 
mation." The script is from 
Emmy-winner Lena Waithe 
(Netflix's "Master of None") 
with, bizarrely, an assist 
from disgraced "A Million 
Little Pieces" author James 
Frey, and a nod to "Thelma 
& Louise." 

The film starts in a Cleveland 
diner with a mismatched 
pair who have connected 
online. She's a stiff lawyer in 
a turtleneck; he's a peace¬ 
ful retail worker in Carhartt. 
She picked him because 
his profile picture looked 
sad. ("I felt sorry for you," 
she says.) This date is going 
nowhere. 

Driving her home — we 
don't learn their real names 
until the very end — Slim 
is pulled over for failing to 
execute a turn signal. The 
white police officer's ag¬ 
gressive style cycles out of 
control and ends with the 
cop shot. Queen injured 
and three lives forever al¬ 
tered. The couple can't 
wait around to explain 
they acted in self-defense: 
They're both young and 
black and a white cop is 
dying. They have to go. 
Now. 

The script has Queen 
and Slim travel from Ohio 
through Kentucky, Tennes¬ 
see, Louisiana, Alabama, 
Georgia and Florida, en¬ 
countering different peo¬ 


ple along the way. The film 
starts in snowy darkness 
and ends in warm sunshine. 
The characters shed their 
old identities — clothes and 
hair as well — for new ones, 
growing more human and 
empathetic each mile that 
rolls past. 

Daniel Kaluuya of "Get Out" 
fame takes Slim from a sad- 
sack who obeys the rules to 
a man deeply in love and 
ready to fight for it. Jodie 
Turner-Smith, in her first 
feature film lead, makes 
an astonishing debut, stiff 
and understated when 
we meet her and evolving 
into a vulnerable warrior in 
a leopard minidress. Both 
are haunted, anxious and 
guilty. They end the film un¬ 
daunted. 

Intriguingly, the couple 
travel without access to 
Twitter or Facebook or In- 
stagram. Queen has ad¬ 
vised the pair to toss their 
phones in case authorities 
are tracking them, leav¬ 
ing them in a social media 
blackout. (The couple who 
met on Tinder are now cut 
off from the world.) We 
know they are being pur¬ 
sued from screaming news¬ 
paper headlines and TV 
snippets of viral video but 
Queen and Slim are really 
left in their own bubble — 
usually the confines of a 
car — with the radio play¬ 
ing. And, wow, is the music 
good. The soundtrack is a 
tour through black music, 
from soul to Afrobeat to 
hip-hop and New Orleans 
bounce, with varied artists 
like Fela Kuti, The-Dream, 
6lack, Vince Staples, Bilal, 
Solange, Lil Baby, Marvin 
Sapp, Megan Thee Stallion, 
Herbie Hancock and Luther 
Vandross. Lauryn Hill offers 
the new song "Guarding 
the Gates," playing over 
the end credits. 

What makes "Queen & 
Slim" more than just a road 
movie is the subtle and yet 
devastating way in which 
these would-be lovers are 
seen by those they come 
across. A black man in a 
parking lot holds up the 
Black Power fist while a 
white woman in genteel 
Savannah, Georgia, wants 


to turn them over to the 
cops. A white gas station 
clerk hopes to hold Slim's 
Glock, while a young black 
boy is so moved by their 
actions that he provokes 
a fight with police.Queen 
and Slim are just scared 
and falling in love. They 
don't see themselves as 
revolutionaries or cowards 
or symbols. Yet their very 
presence frays marriages, 
strains the blue bonds be¬ 
tween police, fractures the 
notion of black solidarity, 
and tests a father and son. 
There are lovely small roles 
by Indya Moore and Bo- 
keem Woodbine. Sturgill 
Simpson plays the officer 
who starts the manhunt 
off, and Chloe Sevigny 
and the Red Hot Chili Pep¬ 
pers' Flea are the bickering 
Georgia couple. The look 
of the film is arresting in its 
focus on lived-in decay 
and seedy, weedy poverty 
and the filmmakers, intrigu¬ 
ingly, have given the actors 
dialogue never spoken out 
loud but communicated 
almost telepathically. 
Matsoukas handles com¬ 
edy and drama expertly, 
and she directs a pivotal 
dance sequence with 
slinky care — it signals the 
relationship between Slim 
and Queen moving into 
lustful territory — but stum¬ 
bles slightly juxtaposing 
the couple's intimate love 
scene with a clunky violent 
street demonstration. 
Overwise, she keeps the 
tension going wonderfully, 
with music and take-outs 
and frightened glances. 
"Queen & Slim" is a power¬ 
ful look at places and issues 
not often explored in mov¬ 
ies, and it's unusual for be¬ 
ing a big studio film starring 
two people of color cre¬ 
ated by people of color. 
There is much talk in the 
film about legacy — what 
we leave behind — but ev¬ 
eryone involved in this film 
should be proud of what 
they've offered the world. 
"Queen & Slim," a Universal 
Pictures release, is rated R 
for "violence, some strong 
sexuality, nudity, pervasive 
language and brief drug 
use." □ 
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Latin star Ozuna says he worked 
hard to make 'Nibiru' great 



This image released by ABC shows Brad Paisley during a taping 
of his variety special "Brad Paisley Thinks He's Special," airing 
Dec. 3 at 8 p.m. EST on ABC. 

Associated Press 

Brad Paisley happy 
to be butt of jokes 
in variety special 



Singer Ozuna performs during the Coca Cola Flow Reggaeton 
festival in Mexico City, Saturday, Nov. 23, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By ALICIA RANCILIO 
ASSOCIATED PRESS 
NEW YORK (AP) — Brad 
Paisley is perfectly com¬ 
fortable being the butt of 
jokes. In his new variety 
special, "Brad Paisley Thinks 
He's Special," airing Dec. 
3 on ABC, the country star 
allows himself to be the 
punchline in a number of 
skits with celeb pals includ¬ 
ing Peyton Manning, Car¬ 
rie Underwood, the Jonas 
Brothers and Tim McGraw. 
"It's the way I got every¬ 


body to do it. I said, 'You're 
here to roast me,"' he says. 
"When we were talking on 
the phone I said, 'Guys, no 
misconception here. You 
need to realize this exists for 
me to be laughed at and 
I'm good with that.' So they 
were like, 'We're in.'" 

In one highlight, Under¬ 
wood takes Paisley mud- 
ding in a red truck yelling, 
"I feel the need for speed" 
with Paisley exclaiming, 
"Jesus take the wheel!" as 
he tries to hold on. □ 


By BERENICE BAUTISTA 
Associated Press 
MEXICO CITY (AP) — Ozuna 
set a record for most weeks 
at No. 1 on the Billboard 
Latin albums chart by a 
male artist with his 2017 de¬ 
but album, "Odisea." The 
superstar reggaeton and 
Latin trap singer, who has 
sold-out New York's Madi¬ 
son Square Garden, is also 
the first artist to have seven 
music videos reach a billion 
views each on YouTube. 
Because he wanted to 
match his previous success 
— and reach even greater 
heights — Ozuna got more 
involved in the production 
process of "Nibiru," his third 
full-length album released 
Friday. 

"I believe this is the album 
(that) I have dedicated 
(the most) time in my ca¬ 
reer," Ozuna said in Spanish 
in a phone interview from 
New York City this week. "I 
feel good (about) the mu¬ 
sic ... we took things from 
everywhere to do this." 

The album features the hit 
single "Baila Baila Baila," 
which earned him his first 
Latin Grammy nomination 
this year (he lost to Rosalia). 
"Nibiru" also includes "Reg¬ 


gaeton en Paris," featuring 
Dalex and Nicky Jam, and 
his latest single "Hasta Que 
Saiga el Sol," which he said 
was made "for the disco 
and the party." 

"It's a great song with great 
energy," he said. "If you 
wake up with a song like 
this, you got to cheer up 
that day." 

"Nibiru" also includes col¬ 
laborations with high- 
profile performers such as 
Diddy and DJ Snake ("Eres 
Top"), Snoop Dogg and An- 
uel AA ("Patek") and Swae 
Lee ("Sin Pensar"). The track 
"Temporal" features Willy of 
the Puerto Rican rock band 
Cultura Profetica — a song 


that takes the rocker to 
more tropical grounds. 

"I love the style of rock. I 
love the electric guitar," 
said Ozuna about his rela¬ 
tionship with rock music. 
Ozuna, born in San Juan, 
Puerto Rico, performed at 
Macy's Thanksgiving Pa¬ 
rade in New York City on 
Thursday. Last week he was 
one of the headline acts at 
the Coca-Cola Flow Fest in 
Mexico City, where 75,000 
fans attended and Ozu¬ 
na shined onstage with a 
bright red jacket and hat. 
"It's out of respect for my 
fans, you got to look and 
dress good," Ozuna said of 
his fashion choices. □ 


Rod Stewart: Rocker turned model railroad builder 


By GREGORY KATZ 
LONDON (AP) — Rod Stew¬ 
art, known for decades as 
a consummate crooner, 
rocker, fashion plate and 
tongue-in-cheek sex sym¬ 
bol, is adding a new ele¬ 
ment to his image: serious 
model railroad builder. 

The former front man of 
the Faces who has hits dat¬ 
ing back to the 1960s has 
put the finishing touch on 
a 23-year project that has 
landed him on the cover 
of Britain's Railway Modeller 
magazine. It's a far cry from 
Rolling Stone, whose cover 
he has graced many times. 
The model is an ambitious 
portrayal of a gritty Ameri¬ 
can city in 1945, represent¬ 
ing a combination of New 
York and Chicago. It's an 
artistic success, one that 
Stewart didn't outsource 


but designed and con¬ 
structed from start to fin¬ 
ish, with some help with the 
electrical and computer 
connections. 

"It's the detail that I'm proud 
of," Stewart said in an inter¬ 
view with The Associated 
Press. 

Stewart is modest about 
hits like "Maggie May" but 
proud of his railway design 
skills. 

"Absolutely amazing de¬ 
tail," Steward said. "There's 
garbage in the streets, the 
windows are filthy, there's 
everything you can imag¬ 
ine in real life is on the rail¬ 
road." 

He grew up in London 
across the street from a 
railroad line and has been 
fascinated by trains ever 
since, taking mental notes 
on his extensive world trav¬ 


els. 

When he got around to 
building a house in Beverly 
Hills, he added a room at 
the very top for his oversize 
model railroad. He would 
typically go up there for 
three or four hours at a time, 
quietly stepping away from 
his family and his musical 
responsibilities. 

"It wasn't a whim, it took 
a bit of planning, and 23 
years later it's finished," 
Stewart said. 

Now that the project is 
completed, he's got more 
time for music. The 74-year- 
old singer says that for 
some reason it's easier for 
him to write songs than it 
used to be. 

He's promoting a new re¬ 
cord — his best-known 
songs backed by the Royal 
Philharmonic Orchestra — 


and traveling in style, arriv¬ 
ing for interviews in a chauf¬ 
feur-driven Rolls-Royce with 
a hair stylist standing by to 
help with shape and vol¬ 
ume. 

If pressed, he can come up 
with a few new artists that 
he likes, but Stewart readily 
admits he's "old fashioned" 
and prefers to listen to clas¬ 
sics by Otis Redding, the 
Temptations, and Frank 
Sinatra, who he started 
paying attention to when 
he was nine or ten because 
his parents were big fans. 
"The greatest," he said of 
Sinatra. "Probably the only 
white singer I've ever lis¬ 
tened to and really studied 
his technique. And I've ac¬ 
tually met him a couple of 
times...and his daughter is 
the godmother of my chil¬ 
dren. Pretty good, huh?'Q 


m 



In this photo taken on Thurs¬ 
day, Nov. 14, 2019, British 
singer Rod Stewart poses for 
the media after an interview 
with The Associated Press at a 
hotel in London. 

Associated Press 
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Cranberry farmers want to build solar panels over their bogs 



In this Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2019, photo, cranberries grow in a cranberry bog near solar arrays, 
behind, in Carvar, Mass. 

Associated Press 


By PHILIP MARCELO 
Associated Press 
CARVER, Mass. (AP) — 

Plummeting cranberry 
prices and the country's 
ongoing trade wars have 
America's cranberry indus¬ 
try eyeing a possible new 
savior: solar power. 

Some cranberry farmers in 
Massachusetts, the nation's 
second largest grower after 
Wisconsin, are proposing to 
build solar panels above 
the bogs they harvest each 
fall. 

It's a novel approach to 
blending renewable en¬ 
ergy technology with tra¬ 
ditional farming that has 
been researched across 
the world but not tried be¬ 
fore on large-scale, com¬ 
mercial crop cultivation, 
according to solar power 
and agricultural industry 
experts. The basic idea is 
to build solar arrays high 
enough off the ground and 
in more spaced-out clus¬ 
ters to allow for crops to be 
safely grown and harvest¬ 
ed underneath. 

Cranberry farmers hope to 
shoulder lean times for their 
industry by gleaning extra 
revenue — in the form of 
long-term land leases with 
solar developers — while 
still producing the same 
quality berries they have for 
generations. An ongoing, 
nationwide study also sug¬ 
gests certain crops in par¬ 
ticular climates can thrive 
under solar panels, though 
it's unclear at this point how 
cranberries will fare. 
Michael Wainio, a fourth- 
generation cranberry 
farmer, said he has sold off 
parts of his land, started a 
side business harvesting 
bogs for other growers, and 
launched a farm stand, deli 
and bakery operation in re¬ 
cent years to make ends 
meet. 

"We're doing everything 
we can to diversify, and 
it's not enough," he said. 
"If we don't get this. I'd be 
surprised if we made it five 
years." 

Wainio is working with de¬ 
veloper NextSun Energy on 
a project calling for roughly 
27,000 solar panels over 
about 60 acres (24 hect¬ 
ares) of active bogs across 
three farms in Carver, near 
Cape Cod. The project 


would produce about 10 
megawatts of energy, or 
roughly enough to power 
more than 1,600 homes, 
according to NextSun. 

The cranberry industry has 
been dealing for years 
with the combined ef¬ 
fects of crop surplus and 
weakening demand for 
one of its primary products, 
cranberry juice, said Brian 
Wick, executive director of 
the Cape Cod Cranberry 
Growers' Association. 

The price of cranberries has 
plummeted 57% over the 
last decade, from roughly 
$58 a barrel (about 100 


pounds) in 2008 to $25 in 
2018, according to U.S. 
Department of Agriculture 
data. But Wick says the 
cost to produce the tart 
red berries in Massachu¬ 
setts is nearly $35 a barrel. 
The USDA permitted industry 
to dump millions of pounds 
of fruit in 2017 and 2018 in 
order to stabilize prices, 
but the country's ongoing 
trade disputes with Europe 
and China are further com¬ 
pounding the struggles for 
an industry that previously 
exported about 30% of its 
product, Wick said. 

"What we like about these 


new solar projects is that 
they have a farm-first men¬ 
tality," he said. "This is an 
opportunity to keep the in¬ 
dustry going. This isn't about 
replacing farms with solar." 
In Massachusetts, cran¬ 
berry growers and their so¬ 
lar partners are hoping to 
take advantage of a new 
renewable energy incen¬ 
tive meant to encourage 
such "dual use" solar and 
agriculture projects, as the 
state refers to them. 

To qualify, arrays must meet 
certain design require¬ 
ments, such as being built 
at least 8 feet (2.4 meters) 


off the ground. The projects 
also must provide an an¬ 
nual report demonstrating 
the land under the panels 
remains agriculturally pro¬ 
ductive. 

At least one proposal has 
received state approval, 
a handful of others are 
under review, and more 
are pending before local 
authorities or are in ear¬ 
lier stages of development, 
say state and cranberry in¬ 
dustry officials. 

Dual use projects have 
proven successful on live¬ 
stock farms in Europe and 
the U.S., and hundreds of 
projects have been built 
on crop farms in Japan, 
though all those are vastly 
smaller than what's being 
proposed on Massachu¬ 
setts cranberry bogs, said 
Jordan Macknick, an ana¬ 
lyst at the federal National 
Renewable Energy Labo¬ 
ratory in Colorado who is 
coordinating a nationwide 
study on "agrivoltaics," as 
the idea is sometimes re¬ 
ferred. 

The impact on crop cul¬ 
tivation in different envi¬ 
ronments is still being re¬ 
searched, he said. 

In a study published in Sep¬ 
tember in the academic 
journal Nature Sustainabil¬ 
ity, researchers at the Uni¬ 
versity of Arizona found that 
cherry tomatoes grown 
under solar panels in the 
hot desert landscape pro¬ 
duced higher yields and 
required less water. 

But ongoing trials at a re¬ 
lated site run by the Univer¬ 
sity of Massachusetts have 
so far found that broccoli, 
kale and peppers are less 
productive growing under 
solar panels in the more 
temperate New England 
climate. 

Other University of Massa¬ 
chusetts researchers are 
also beginning to assess the 
potential impact on cran¬ 
berries. They erected large 
wooden structures meant 
to mimic the shading of a 
solar panel array on one of 
Wainio's bogs this summer. 
On a recent visit, countless 
berries could be seen grow¬ 
ing under the structures, 
but researchers said they'll 
need to assess their qual¬ 
ity and yield when they're 
harvested. □ 



In this Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2019, photo, cranberry grower Dick Ward, of Carver, Mass., stands near 
a solar array in a cranberry bog on his farm, in Carver. 

Associated Press 












